
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL
IB ESS Standard Level SYLLABUS 2022-2023

Course: International Baccalaureate Standard Level Environmental Systems and Societies
Type: One year science course, collegiate level

Instructor: Mr. Cyrus Flanders
Email: cyrus.flanders@lincoln.k12.or.us

Google
Classroom

Code

cxkomt2
This contains all of the links to powerpoints covered in class, textbook readings, and other useful
tools.  Some quizzes and labs will be turned in online.

Course Description
Course

Overview:
● One-year IB level class for juniors and seniors
● Local and global focus on issues concerning the environment
● Emphasis on labs exploring environmental systems, diverse environmental values and

independent research
● Heavy use of Google Docs and Google Classroom

Course Passing
Criteria:

To pass each semester, a student has to earn 69% of the points available in the grade book.  Please
see the weighting of grades as outlined below.

Grading
Criteria:

Student grades will be weighted with 80% of the emphasis on the standard assessments and 20%
on practice (labs, quizzes, and assignments).

Letter Grade A B C F

Comparable IB
Exam Score

7-6 5-4 3 2-1

Course
Percentage

>90% 80-89% 70-79% <69%

Textbook: Oxford IB Environmental Systems and Societies, 2015
Required

Materials:
● Pencil and thin lined colored markers or pencils

● Chromebook fully charged

● A positive attitude and willingness to learn

Standards Assessment
Standards

Topic 1: Foundations of ESS

Topic 2:  Ecosystems and Ecology

Topic 3: Biodiversity and Conservation

Topic 4:  Water & Aquatic Food production

Topic 5:  Soils & Terrestrial Food Production

Topic 6:  Atmospheric Systems & Society

1. Field Studies: Appropriately and effectively working
outside to accurately apply field techniques and
connect to classroom content.

2. Problem Solving: Individually and collaboratively
working with partners to apply class concepts
graphically, through collecting data, by accurately
conducting a lab, or creating an in-class model.

3. Communication & Work-Ethic: Effectiveness of
In-class discussions, written work including labs,

https://classroom.google.com/c/NTQ1MDg0Nzg5NzYw


Topic 7:  Climate Change & Energy

Topic 8:   Human Systems & Resource Use

Ongoing:   Field Ecology and Independent Assessment
(IA)

graphical representations and formal presentations.
Timeliness of work, retakes, and effort during class
activities and homework.

4. Active Citizenship: Engaging in community
volunteerism, and connecting those experiences to
class topics.

Assessment and
Grading

Content standards will usually be assessed using a unit test, project, field study or lab.

Standard
Make-Up Policy:

If you miss a test you must make it up BEFORE you return to class.   We move fast in the class, and

will be moving on, so it is important that all tests be scheduled to be made up ASAP.   If you miss a

test and do not have an excused absence, you will forfeit your score.

General Policies
Expectations: I do my best to make the subject interesting, engaging, and comprehensible (even if it may not

be your favorite subject, yet).  Additionally, I will work to ensure our classroom is a place of
enthusiastic rigor where learning can occur and everyone feels a part of the community.  Three
expectations: Responsible, Respectful, and Safe will be followed by everyone, including myself.

Accommodation
s:

Lesson activities will be designed to meet the needs of all learners and are differentiated by
readiness, ability, and/or interest. To ensure that students designated as “Talented and Gifted”
(TAG) receive academic instruction that is appropriate to their rate and level of learning, the
curriculum and instruction of this course may be differentiated to include specialized groupings,
compacting of curriculum, accelerated pacing, and providing of extension/challenge activities.

Make-Up
Missed

Instruction:

I understand emergencies and sickness are part of life.  In the event that you are absent it is
your responsibility to make-up missed class work.  Daily work is posted on google classroom,
this should be your first resource if class is missed. Plan ahead and see me before the due date
if you will be absent, need additional assistance, or need an extension to work out a solution.

Late Labs Unless pre-arranged, I do not accept late work.  I have way too many students to be constantly
grading late labs, thus you forfeit your score if your assignment  is not turned in on the date
that it is due.

Cheating and
plagiarism:

Students are expected to do their own work or contribute equally in group projects.  If another
source is adapted or used to develop ideas it must be cited correctly (ideas, images, sentences,
or work).  Credit will not be given for copying.

College course: With a college level class comes college level expectations.
○ Organization
○ Daily memorizing of notes and vocabulary outside of class
○ Understanding that your success depends on you alone.

This is key:  Your grade is based on the application of the material you master.  This is not a rote
memorization class.  You have to be able to apply your knowledge to new situations and think
your way through.  These “new situations” are not directly taught in class.  There is no way for
me to predict what questions will be on an IB Exam.




