
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL
GLOBAL STUDIES

SYLLABUS 2022-23

Course: Global Studies
Type: Year, required for graduation

Instructor: Ms. Samantha Murphy
Prep Period: 7th Period

Email: Samantha.murphy@lincoln.k12.or.us

Course Description & Standards Assessment
Course

Overview:
Global Studies is a year-long course designed to strengthen a student’s skills in geography
while also deepening their knowledge of modern history (1700 – Present) and current
events.  We study all regions of the world, beginning with Africa then proceeding through
West Asia (the Middle East), Australia, Asia, and Latin America. Europe is woven
throughout.

Course
Passing

Criteria:

To pass each semester of Global Studies, a student has to earn a 60% in the grade book.

Student grades will be based on an 80/20 model: 80% of your grade will be based on
standard assessments, while 20% of your grade will be based on formative work. Standards
must be passed with a 60% (D) or higher.

Textbook: There is no textbook checked out for this class. We will frequently use Discovery Education’s
online “techbook” which each student will have access to through their ClassLink.

Required
Materials:

● A designated notebook, binder, or specific section of a notebook or binder, for this
class alone.

● A standard writing utensil (blue/black ink or pencil).
● School issued one-to-one device AND charger.
● Your own set of colored pencils is STRONGLY recommended. Please see me if you

can’t afford your own set.

Course
Standards

Standards taught in Global Studies are taken from the Oregon State Department of
Education Social Studies Standards for history and geography. ODE Social Studies Standards

Standard
Assessment

Policy  --
80% of
Grade:

Standard assessments may take place in a variety of formats (tests, essays, presentations,
projects, etc.).  Each student will be given two opportunities to pass each standard (with the
exception of projects, when only one is provided):

1. The initial standard assessment.
2. If a student fails the standard they may make a second attempt at the standard after

making an appointment with me – please note that the assessment may be given in a
different format at the teacher’s discretion.

3. On retakes, the best score available is a 70%.
4. More attempts at passing the standard may be provided at teacher discretion.
5. Students have ten days from the return of the assessment to complete a retake.

When students miss a test, they may only make it up if their absence was excused (within
three days of the absence). They will be given an alternate assessment from the original.

Formative
Work Policy

Formative classroom work will include geography quizzes, notebook checks, and occasional
formative homework.
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https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/standards/socialsciences/Documents/2021%20Social%20Science%20Standards%20Integrated%20with%20Ethnic%20Studies.pdf


– 20% of
Grade:

1. Students do not have multiple attempts at formative work.
2. Late formative homework is accepted at 50% value until ten days after the end of

the unit. Late notebook checks will receive no higher than a 70% score. Printed
notes do not meet the note taking requirement.

3. Geography quizzes will receive one additional attempt. The best score available on
the retake is an 80%.

4. Students have ten school days from the completion of each unit to accomplish or
revise the assigned tasks for that unit. After that, no credit will be awarded.

Make-Up
Missed

Instruction:

When a student misses class, it is their responsibility to check the notebook checklist on the
whiteboard and ask friends to determine what material was taught and what formative
work or handouts were given.  Copies of handouts will be available on counter by the sink
and, if related to a standard based assignment, on google classroom. If you need clarification
on instructions on content, I’m available most days after school, on most lunches, and
during my prep period. I prefer not to clarify missing work in the five minutes between
classes when I’m greeting students.

General Policies
Respect: I will treat you with respect and I expect you to do the same for those around you.  You are

all young adults who have been in school for years and I believe you know what respect
looks like.

Accommodations: Any student seeking accommodations on an assignment, assessment, or for other general
classroom activities should speak with me individually. I will happily meet the
accommodation needs of students with IEP’s and 504’s.

ASPIRE Center Students who would like to miss class to work in the Aspire Center (mentor meetings,
scholarships, etc.) will need my approval prior to the absence. Signing in on the sign up
sheet in the Aspire center without my approval will not excuse you from my class and
students will not be able to make up missed work or exams. Please explain to your
mentors that you will need advanced notice of meetings with them.

Technology: In accordance with school policy, cell phones, airpods, watches and other personal
electronic devices … are not allowed in class from bell to bell.  This means PED’s must
remain out of sight and turned off or on silent upon entering classrooms and throughout
the duration of class unless explicitly instructed by a teacher to use for class related
purposes.

If permission is granted to one student to use their technology for a momentary academic
purpose, it is not to be assumed that permission is extended to anyone else.  On occasion
all students may be given to access PED’s.  This will be specially identified to the class with
parameters for use given.

There will be no photos or audio/video recordings taken in the classroom without express
permission.

Chromebooks are not considered PED’s but should only be used for course related
purposes and with permission.

Cheating and
plagiarism:

It just isn’t worth it, no matter what you think.  When you get caught you will
automatically be referred to Mr. Green. This includes everything from formative work, to a



class hand out, to exams.  The only thing you may copy from another student (or from
anywhere else for that matter) is my class notes.

Tardy &
Unverified:

Tardy: A threshold of 5 or more unexcused tardies (for all classes collectively) in a week
will result in lunch detention per tardy.
Unverified:

● Students who have an unverified absence will have one day to resolve the absence.
● If the absence remains unverified they will receive 1 lunch detention per

unverified absence.
● Students who have 4 or more unverified absences in a school day will be referred

to administration.
Food and Drink: Food and drink are allowed if they are non-disruptive. They should not be passed around

to other students, garbage and crumbs should not be left behind, they should not be the
reason you are late for my class, and consuming them should not interfere with the
learning process (as determined by the teacher).

Supplies: If you are in need of school supplies, I have a small amount on the counter (paper, pens,
pencils, paper clips, etc.).  You are welcome to take these as you need.  If you need larger
supplies (notebooks) I have a small supply in the closet that you can ask me for.

Assigned Seating: You may choose your seat in class as long as work is accomplished in a quality manner. I
reserve the right to place you in a seating chart if I deem it in the best interest of the
learning environment.

My Pet Peeves: Every teacher has them.  In the interest of forewarning you, here are mine:
● Side conversations.
● Doodling on the desks, walls or posters.
● Leaving a mess behind for the custodians to clean up.

Final Thought: Having said all of this, I like to consider myself a reasonable human being. Occasionally
there are exceptions to situations.  If you feel like you should have an exception to one of
my listed policies, come and ask me about it in a responsible fashion; I will quite possibly
work with you on your concern.


