
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL

ENGLISH 3

SYLLABUS 2020-21

Course: English 3

Type: Year, required for graduation

Instructor: Mr. Jake Carlsen

Prep Period: 3
rd

Period

Email: jake.carlsen@lincoln.k12.or.us

Course Description

Course Overview: This course reviews the elements of reading and writing at a deeper, more college-ready level,

and prepares students for the SAT, ACT, and/or the Smarter Balance state test for graduation.

Course Passing

Criteria:

To pass each semester, a student has to earn a 60% in the grade boo. Students who are on the

cusp of passing (59%) may be allotted alternative assignments based on teacher discretion.

Grading Criteria: Student grades will be based on an 80/20 model: 80% of your grade will be based on

summative assessments, while 20% of your grade will be based on formative work. Standards

must be passed with a 60% (D) or higher.

● Literature

and

Major

Units

(List is not

comprehensive and

may be changed

based on schedule

and student learning

needs)

○ 1
st

Semester Units:

● Examining literary features and

author’s intention in The Red

Badge of Courage

● Codeswitching

● How to organize and execute

academic writing (Introduction to

TRIAC paragraphing)

● Argumentative Writing

2
nd

Semester Units

● Examining literary features and author’s

intention in Of Mice and Men / The

Pearl

● Examining rhetorical appeals in

advertising

● Sell me something (persuasive writing)

● Teach me how to do something / effective

speaking

Required

Materials:

● A designated notebook, binder, or specific section of a notebook or binder, for this

class alone.

● A fully charged school-issued Chromebook

● Notecards

● Highlighters (3+)

Standards Assessment

Course Standards Standards assessments may take place in a variety of formats. Common Core Reading

Informational Text, Reading Literature, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language

Standards will be assessed throughout this course.

Standard

Assessment

Policy:

Tests and quizzes are given only once, so make-ups are not permitted unless previously

arranged or if the assessment was missed due to an excused illness. To be excused, the

school attendance system must reflect this. If an assessment is missed due to absence, the

student will be responsible to schedule a time to complete it with the teacher. Essays may be

revised once and must be coordinated with the teacher through a student-teacher conference in

which an agreement is made regarding the revision and examination of supporting formative

work before a revision is attempted by the student. REVISIONS THAT HAVE NOT BEEN

COORDINATED WITH THE TEACHER WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED FOR CREDIT. Standards

will be assessed in the form of formative and summative assessments and both will be included

in the grade book.
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Late Work Policy FORMATIVE late work is 80% value and will not be accepted if more than two weeks late or

after the final unit assessment has been administered.

SUMMATIVE late work may be accepted without penalty depending on circumstances. When a

standards assignment/assessment is turned in late, the student will be required to meet with me

before or after school to discuss the circumstances. At this meeting, we will discuss the causes

and outcomes of the situation. This is a mandatory meeting and the paper/assignment will not

be accepted at any value until it has taken place. I reserve the privilege to issue a 10% penalty

for the first day that a summative assessment is turned in late. The penalty will increase to 20%

after this. Summative assignments/assessments will not be accepted for any points in the grade

book after 2 weeks unless a different final date has been negotiated between the student and

me. Communication with me in advance has a better chance of mitigating your penalties.

Make-Up Missed

Instruction:

All materials, slides, and assignments are made available in Google Classroom unless issued

on paper. In the case of an assignment or material on paper, the student will be able to collect

those items when they return to the classroom. If you need clarification on instructions or

content, I’m available after school and during my prep period. I prefer not to clarify missing work

in the five minutes between classes (I’m usually greeting students in the hallway). In addition,

all major (and many minor) assignments will be posted through Google Classroom. If the

student has a planned absence from school, it is expected that the student will coordinate

gathering necessary materials for all assessments and formative work that will be done by the

class during their absence and will have these assessments and formative work ready to turn in

upon returning to the class. Make-up work due to absence caused by illness will need to be

coordinated with the teacher upon return to the classroom. In general, make-up work for

absence due to illness will be due within 2 days of the student’s return, but exact details can be

coordinated between the student and teacher. Excused absences for illness must be marked

excused by the office in the attendance system. If you have questions about how your

parent/guardian should contact the school to have you excused, please talk to Ellen in the main

office. Students should not expect extensions on assignments will be given for any absences

that are not marked as excused for illness.

Guaranteed C and

Extended A

GUARANTEED C: This year, I am trying something new with my English 3 students. I am

offering a guaranteed C. There is an important requirement to receive this guaranteed C.

Primarily, the requirement is that you have completed all of the formative, summative, and

standards assignments before the end of the term they are due in (“completed” means that you

have accomplished all the requirements of the assignment or rubric as they are written in the

provided instructions). This does not mean that you can do a minimal or partial job on the

assignments. You have to give them a complete effort (if a piece of work is turned in that does

not satisfy this requirement, the student will be notified). If you do all of your work with a

satisfactory effort, I will guarantee that you receive at least a 70% in the class. I know that we all

come to each class with different strengths and that this can cause anxiety. We are here to

build a community of learners and my hope is that this offer will help in reducing some of the

stress we may feel around the subject studied in this class so that we can concentrate on

building the skills we need to graduate and for life beyond high school (university, the

workforce, etc.). We will talk further on how this will look on your grade reports and its

relationship with state standards assessments in class.

EXTENDED A: In my experience, there is little difference in the level of skill mastery between a

student who receives an 87% and a 90%. Because of this, I will award an A in this class to any

student that receives a cumulative score of 87% or higher.

SPECIAL NOTE: Because the grading system that the district uses (or any other that I am

aware of) does not understand the guaranteed C or extended A, the grade that is shown in the

gradebook will not reflect the final grade that each student will receive until grades are recorded

at the end of the term. I will speak with each student who will be receiving a grade that is

different from what is shown in the gradebook before the end of the term.



General Policies

Respect I will treat you with respect and I expect you to do the same for those around you. You are all

young adults who have been in school for eleven years and I believe you know what respect

looks like. If you have questions, I am more than willing to talk through different scenarios

with you during my prep period or after school.

Accommodations: I take accommodations for students with IEP, 504, or modified curriculum plans extremely

seriously. If you have questions or requests about my performance in meeting these needs,

please speak to me at any time. I am here to be a partner with you in ensuring your

education in this classroom.

ASPIRE Center Students who would like to miss class to work in the Aspire Center (mentor meetings,

scholarships, etc.) will need my approval prior to the absence. Signing in on the signup sheet

in the Aspire center without my approval will not excuse you from my class and students will

not be able to make up missed work or exams. Please explain to your mentors that you will

need advanced notice of meetings with them.

Technology: In accordance with school policy, cell phones, iPods, etc. are not allowed in class from bell to

bell. If any of these devices are seen or heard during class, regardless of whether or not they

are in use, they will be confiscated and turned over to Mr. Green as per school policy. If

permission is granted to one student to use their technology for a momentary academic

purpose, it is not to be assumed that permission is extended to anyone else. One-to-one

laptops are allowed without asking permission unless the teacher otherwise specifies. Food

and drink should not be on the tables when laptops are out.

Cheating and

plagiarism:

When you get caught you will automatically be referred to Mr. Green. This includes

everything from a practice assignment, to a class handout, to exams. The only thing you may

copy from another student (or from anywhere else for that matter) are my class notes.

Tardy: Each student is allowed 3 tardy marks per semester. After the third tardy, detention will be

assigned for each successive tardy noted.

Food and Drink: Students are allowed to have drinks on their desks as long as they do not leave behind their

garbage. Students are allowed to have small quantities of food (i.e.: one or two items, not an

entire meal) on their desk as long as the food does not become a distraction (i.e.: loud

packages/food, messy to eat, sharing with others, etc.) and no mess is left behind. Students

who don’t abide by these expectations will not be allowed food or drink in class and/or will

face additional disciplinary action.

Supplies: If you are in need of school supplies, I have a small amount on the back counter (paper,

pens, pencils, paper clips, etc.). You are welcome to take these as you need, however,

please be courteous and leave some for others. If you need larger supplies (notebooks,

binders) I have a small supply in the closet that you can ask me for.

Assigned Seating: I reserve the right to rearrange where you sit in order to preserve the best learning

environment possible for both you and everyone else around you.

My Pet Peeves: Every teacher has them. In the interest of forewarning you and helping you avoid detention,

here are mine:

Side conversations.

Doodling on the desks or walls.

Leaving a mess behind for the custodians to clean up.

Final Thought: Having said all of this, I like to consider myself a reasonable human being. There are

occasional exceptions to situations. If you feel like you should have an exception to one of

my listed policies, come and ask me about it in a responsible fashion; I will quite possibly

work with you on your concern or need.


