
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL
CREATIVE WRITING SYLLABUS

2022-2023

Course: Creative Writing
Type: .5 credit, elective

Instructor: Ms. Newby
Prep

Period:
7th period (2:33-3:20), Wednesdays (1:25-2:05)

Email: rachelnewby@lincoln.k12.or.us
Phone: 541-265-9281 ext. 234

Course Description

Course
Overview:

Creative Writing is a semester-long course designed to help students engage in
various forms of writing that occur in the world around them. Students who take
the first semester of CW will have a different curriculum second semester.

Significant
Deadlines

To be determined. Always check Google Classroom for up to date information.
Students will turn in some assignments on Google Classroom and some on paper.

Course
Passing

Criteria:

A student must earn a 60% or higher in order to pass this class. If a student’s grade
drops below 70%, they will be required to create a plan to manage their learning.
This plan will be signed by their parents, their teacher, and themselves.

Grading
Criteria:

Practice work will apply to 20% of the students’ grades and final standard
assessments will apply to 80% of the students’ grades. Many times, assignments
build on each other, so it is in the best interest of the student to complete all
assignments.

Marks in
Synergy:

In addition to point grades, the following marks may be used in the Synergy grade
book:

● X = an excused assignment (no impact on your grade)
● Blank = teacher has not yet processed the assignment

Textbook: TBD, various examples of writing
Required

Materials:
1 journal (we will be using this daily), 1 notebook for notes and handouts, school
provided chrome book, writing utensils

Suggested
Materials:

Your own copy of each text for annotating and active reading.

Standards Assessment

Course
Standards:

Creative Writing is not a traditional Language Arts course, therefore it does not adhere
to traditional Common Core State Standards. Some specific forms of writing, skills,
and topics students will be expected to master are:

● literary devices



● parts of speech
● Conventions of various types of writing
● Poetry (various types)
● 10 minute play
● Narrative
● Flash fiction
● Stand-up comedy
● Advertisement
● Captions
● Vernacular writing
● Reading examples of various forms of writing for analysis and replication of

content and form
● And many, many more

STUDENTS WILL BE SHARING THEIR WORK WITH THEIR PEERS
FREQUENTLY, AND WILL OFTEN READ THEIR ROUGH DRAFTS TO
EACH OTHER. THEY WILL ALSO OFTEN BE REQUIRED TO READ
THEIR FINAL PRODUCTS OUT LOUD TO THE ENTIRE CLASS. IF THIS
IS A PROBLEM, IT IS BEST FOR THE STUDENT TO FIND A DIFFERENT
CLASS.

Standard
Assessment

Policy:

Standard assessments may take place in a variety of formats.  Students will
receive ample notification of the format and content for each standard
assessment.

Standard
Make-Up

Policy:

Each student will be given multiple opportunities to pass each standard.

1. The initial standard assessment.
2. If a student fails the standard, they will be given a week from the date

they receive their failing score to make up the standard. For example, if
the student receives their grade on a Monday, they will have until the
following Monday to revise it and turn it back in.

3. See the late work policy below for information on making up standard
assessments due to lateness.

4. If a student has any questions about grades or wishes to improve his or
her grade, he/she may request to meet with Ms. Newby to discuss
options.  The goal is for the student to learn, not just to pass the class or
obtain a certain grade.

Formative
Work

Make-Up
Policy:

Formative work is part of the learning process and is necessary to obtain the
knowledge and skills integral to showing proficiency in each standard.  Not all
formative work will go into the grade book. LATE formative work will NOT
be accepted. If a student misses an assignment due to an excused absence, they
may turn the work in the following school day. Students must plan ahead for
absences due to sports, band/choir, theater, or field trips, and will not receive
extra time unless there was no way they could have done this assignment
ahead of time.
.

Late Work
Policy:

● Late PRACTICE assignments will NOT be accepted for points unless
the student has an excused absence they could not plan for in advance.
If they know they will be gone, they must plan accordingly and turn
work in before they leave even if it is before the due date. If there are



assignments they had no way of knowing about because they were
developed and assigned when the student was gone, they may still
obtain and turn in the assignments. Excused absences include sudden
sickness, injury, or family emergency.

● Students will receive TWO dominoes per semester that will act as a
late pass. This pass will only work for STANDARD assignments and
will buy them up to a week of extra time depending on the
assignment and circumstances of the request. Once those dominoes
are used, late standard assignments WILL NOT be accepted unless
the student encounters unforeseen circumstances and is excused
for their absences.

● If a student encounters circumstances such as unforeseen illness or
injury, family catastrophe, or other emergency situations, they must
communicate with the teacher, through email or during class, to excuse
their late work without penalties and must be excused for their absences
through the office.

General Policies

Accommodations: Any student who needs accommodations in addition to specified IEP, 504,
ELD, or any other reason must request for this accommodation through email
or set up a Zoom meeting with me (the teacher) and a parent.   I am happy to
make accommodations for any student when the need arises.

Plagiarism: Any assignment on which a student has cheated or plagiarized will earn an
automatic zero and no chance to redo the assignment. In addition, if the student
plagiarized the work of another student and the student was a willing party in
the plagiarism/cheating, that student will also earn an automatic zero with no
chance to redo the assignment.  Parents will be notified, and the student will
meet with the teacher, Mr. Green, and his/her parents to discuss further action if
necessary. In some cases, second chances may be awarded for a student to do
the assignment over, but there will still be a record of the cheating and/or
plagiarism that will follow the student throughout their high school career.

Student Conduct This class will afford many opportunities to learn new things that may
push people outside of their comfort zone. In light of this, any sort of
actions or words that are intended to tear others down will earn the
student a break from the learning environment. After they have taken a
break, they will then have an opportunity to speak with the person they
harmed along with the teacher so as to restore them to the classroom
community. If a student decides to repeatedly make others feel
uncomfortable and unable to share their work, there will be a meeting
with parents and Mr. Green or Mrs. Mattson in order to find an
alternative class for the student to take.



Behavior
Expectations

● Show up on time
● Be ready with your journal and writing utensil
● Be prepared to ask questions, listen for answers, and engage in

whatever activity we will be doing for the day
● ASK ME QUESTIONS! It is highly important you feel

comfortable asking questions, so we will practice this often.
● If you have any concerns, email me or talk to me as soon as you

can so we can figure out how to give everyone the best chance at
learning.

● Celebrate the work of your classmates!
● Celebrate your own work!
● Be ready to share.

Restroom
Breaks/Brain

Breaks

We will have scheduled breaks to ensure we have time to process
content. Be prepared to do some yoga, some breathing exercises, sitting
in silence, some talking, going outside, and unstructured play.

Food/Drink It is important to maintain your energy levels so you can engage and
focus in class. Please bring the food you need in order to fuel yourself
properly. At the end of each class period, we will take time to make sure
desks, floors, and the area around the trash can are clean and ready for
the next class.

Technology Personal electronic devices, including laptops, iPads, iPods, smart/cell
phones, etc. shall be out of sight and turned off during class unless
explicitly instructed by your teacher. There will be a red sign to signify
no usage of the devices, or a green sign when the teacher has a specific
educational reason for using your device.

Late/Tardy Policy Students are expected to arrive on time to class every period.

Students will be marked as Unverified until they bring a slip indicating
that they are excused or unexcused.  The attendance will be updated to
the appropriate code.

Tardies
● A threshold of 5 or more unexcused tardies in a week will result

in lunch detention per tardy.



Unverified Absences
● Students who have an unverified absence will have one day to

resolve the absence.
● If the absence remains unverified they will receive 1 lunch

detention per unverified absence.
● Students who have 4 or more unverified absences in a school day

will be referred to administration.
Hall Passes There is one reusable bathroom pass. One person may go to the

bathroom at a time. If you need to go to the library or go see another
teacher, there is a pink hall pass that will require the time of your
departure as well as the time of your return and a teacher signature.

ASPIRE Center If a student wishes to miss class in order to meet with an ASPIRE
mentor, they must clear the absence with me prior to their meeting. It is
advised that the student miss as little class as possible.


