
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL 
LANGUAGE ARTS 12 SYLLABUS 

2021-2022 

Course: English 4 
Type: 1.0 credit, required for graduation 

Instructor: Ms. Newby 
Prep 

Period: 
2nd period (9:12-9:59), Wednesdays (9:05-9:45) 

Email: rachelnewby@lincoln.k12.or.us 
Phone: 541-265-9281 ext. 234 

Course Description 

Course In their final English Language Arts course, students will explore the essential 
Overview: question: “How do reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills apply in the 

‘real world’?” 

In light of this question, students will read texts of varying length and genre as a 
class and individually, will have opportunity to discuss themes from the texts and 
various pertinent real world issues, will welcome various speakers from a wide 
range of career backgrounds into the classroom via Zoom,  and will also have the 
opportunity to improve writing skills in relation to college/careers, but also 
personal/reflection writing skills. 

Significant 
Deadlines: 

To be determined, check Google Classroom often 

Course 
Passing 

Criteria: 

To pass each semester, a student has to earn a 60% in the grade book. 

Grading Student grades will be based on Standard and Practice Assessments.  Each 
Criteria: standard must be passed with a 60% or higher.  Students will also be graded based 

on practice work to prepare for the Standard Assessments. Practice work will 
apply to 20% of the students’ grades and final standard assessments will apply to 
80% of the students’ grades. Many times, assignments build on each other, so it is 
in the best interest of the student and the teacher to submit and return 
assignments in a timely manner. There are potential exceptions, and if a student 
needs more time, they can request more time through open communication with 
the teacher. 

Textbook: Turtles All The Way Down, Slaughterhouse Five, and various other texts 



         

   
            
             

            
 

             
           

         
            

             
            

               

Required 
Materials: 

1 journal (we will be using this daily, the school will provide this), writing 
utensils, school provided chrome book 

Suggested Your own copy of each text for annotating and active reading. 
Materials: 

Standards Assessment 

Course The standard assessments in this class are the Common Core State Standards for 
Standards: literacy, specifically the 11-12thgrade-level band in the categories of Reading, 

Writing, Speaking & Listening, and Language. Standards can be found in 
greater detail through the Oregon Department of Education’s website. 

Standard 
Assessmen 

t Policy: 

Standard assessments may take place in a variety of formats.  Students will 
receive ample notification of the format and content for each standard 
assessment including a detailed grading rubric. 

Standard 
Make-Up 

Policy: 

Each student will be given multiple opportunities to pass each standard. 

1. The initial standard assessment. 
2. If a student fails the standard, misses the assessment for a legitimate reason, or 

is seeking to improve their score, they will be given one week from the original 
assessment date to make up the standard. See each teacher’s make up policy 
for times. 

3. If a student does not turn in the assessment on time due to procrastination or 
reasons that do not permit a legitimate excuse, the student will need to 
demonstrate adequate learning of the material and an understanding of the 
necessity of turning in assignments in a timely manner before a grade is given. 

4. If a student has any questions about grades or wishes to improve his or her 
grade, he/she may request to meet with Ms. Newby to discuss options. The 
goal is for the student to learn, not just to pass the class or obtain a certain 
grade. 

Formative Formative work is part of the learning process and is necessary to obtain the 
Work knowledge and skills integral to showing proficiency in each standard.  Not all 

Make-Up formative work will go into the grade book. 
Policy: Students must take initiative in obtaining work they have missed and may turn 

in work if they have communicated in advance a legitimate need to turn in late 
work. 

Late Work ● Late practice assignments will not be accepted. 
Policy: ● Standards turned in late lose 10% a day off the original grade up to 

50% of the grade. 
● It is in the best interest of the student to communicate with the teacher, 

through email or during class, if they believe they might have to or will 
have to turn in an assignment late due to circumstances outside of 
their control. 



       
         

            
            

 
          

           
            

        
         

             
        

  

General Policies 

Accommodations: Any student who needs accommodations in addition to specified IEP, 
504, ELL, or any other reason must request for this accommodation 
through email or set up a Zoom meeting with me (the teacher) and a 
parent. I am happy to make accommodations for any student when the 
need arises. 

Plagiarism: Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated. Any assignment on which 
a student has cheated or plagiarized will earn an automatic zero. Parents 
will be notified and if a meeting is necessary, the student will meet with 
the teacher, Mrs. Mattson, and his/her parents to discuss appropriate 
consequences. In some cases, second chances may be awarded for a 
student to do the assignment over, but there will still be a record of the 
cheating and/or plagiarism that will follow the student throughout their 
high school career. 

Student Conduct This class will afford many opportunities to learn new things that 
may push people outside of their comfort zone. In light of this, any 
sort of actions or words that are intended to tear others down will 
not be tolerated and a student may be asked to take a break from 
the learning activity. It is highly important to maintain an 
atmosphere of curiosity and engagement in order to get the most 
out of this class. 

Behavior Expectations ● Show up on time 
● Be ready with your journal and writing utensil 
● Be prepared to ask questions, listen for answers, and 

engage in whatever activity we will be doing for the day 
● ASK ME QUESTIONS! It is highly important you feel 

comfortable asking questions, so we will practice this often. 
● If you have any concerns, email me or talk to me as soon 

as you can so we can figure out how to give everyone the 
best chance at learning and feeling successful possible 

Restroom Breaks/Brain 
Breaks 

We will have scheduled breaks to ensure we have time to process 
content. Be prepared to do some yoga, some breathing exercises, 
sitting in silence, some talking, and going outside. 

Food/Drink We will have strict rules about food in class. Sometimes there will 
be specific activities during which food is involved, but those will 
be few. It is important to keep food consumption at a minimum so 
everyone is safe in class. However, if a need arises, please discuss 



with me accommodations so you are not hungry and distracted 
during class. 


