
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL:  AVID 
SYLLABUS 2020-2021 

 
Course: AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) 

 
Type: Elective 

 
Instructor: Nicole Rasmuson 

 
Prep 

Period: 
3rd Period (Block) 
 

Email: tami.custard@lincoln.k12.or.us (9/2020 - 10/30/2020) 
nicole.rasmuson@lincoln.k12.or.us (Beginning 11/2/2020) 
 

Phone: 541-265-9281 Ext 325 
 

Course 
Codes: 

Google Classroom: bvgblqx     

 

Course Description 
Course 

Overview: 
This course is a university preparation class and is designed to give 
students the skills necessary to succeed in high school, the work force and 
in the university. This class is part of a 4-year program. The goal is that 
each student stays in AVID for all 4 years of high school. Research shows 
that the longer a student stays in AVID, the better chance they have of going 
to a four-year university upon high school graduation. Your child should 
feel proud of being a part of this program. AVID is one of the programs that 
is going to transform the culture at NHS. The AVID program is competitive 
and the students must earn the right to keep their place in the program. 
 
The junior year curriculum has the acronym SOAR (Serve, Organize, 
Advance, Relate) as the guiding focus for the year’s curriculum. Students 
will also develop materials to organize and prepare for applying to college.  
 

Significant 
Deadlines: 

These will be communicated with students throughout the course. 
● Binder checks will take place weekly. Students are also required to 

manage their content areas outside of the AVID elective course.  

● Tutorials will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and students need to 

come prepared to participate with Tutorial Request Forms.  

● Other assignments will have specific deadlines mentioned in class.  

Course 
Passing 

Criteria: 

To pass the class each semester, a student has to earn a 70% or higher. 
To remain in the AVID program, a student must maintain a 2.0 GPA in all 
classes and maintain satisfactory citizenship and attendance in all classes.  
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Students will be active learners, be prepared for all classes with all assigned 
work completed, take focused notes daily, and be active participants in all 
activities. 
 

Grading 
Criteria: 

60% Class Assignments/Participation 
20% Binders 
20% Tutorials 
 

Marks in 
Pinnacle: 

In addition to point grades, the following marks may be used in the 
pinnacle grade book: 
         X = excused assignment (no impact on your grade) 
         Z = missing work, never turned in 
Blank = teacher has not yet processed the paperwork/due date pending 

Textbook: We follow a course of study designed by the AVID program. The three 
required parts of the course are: binders, tutorials and notes. We will do 
many other tasks to develop skills in writing, inquiry, collaboration, 
organization and reading.  

Required 
Materials: 

With the additional tools of 1:1 chromebooks and eBinders a student’s 
organization will be allowed more flexibility. Traditionally the binder 
contains a zipper pouch, 3 pencils, 2 black or blue pens, 3 highlighters, 
planner, 7 subject dividers labeled with classes, and notebook paper.  
This binder/organizational tool  needs to be maintained throughout the 
semester.  

 

Assessment 
Homework AVID is designed to help support students in other classes, so AVID 

homework will be minimal. It is absolutely necessary for students to spend 
time reviewing their notes from the core subject classes, in addition to 
completing any homework that is given in those classes. After reviewing 
their notes, students are expected to complete a TRF (Tutorial Request 
Form). 

Standard 
Assessment 

Policy: 

Standard assessments may take place in a variety of formats.  They will be 
labeled by category in gradebook. Class participation is required for all 
activities. 

 

General Policies 
Accommo- 

dations: 
Students seeking accommodations on an assignment, assessment, or for 
other general classroom activities should let their teacher know. 

Make-Up 
Missed 

Instruction:  

Students may make up work for any excused absence with an extension 
equal to the number of days they were absent.  Known absences should be 
communicated to me as early as possible so I can put together work in a 
reasonable amount of time. 

Technology: No cell phones are allowed to be used during class time, except with 
permission of the teacher. If a student violates this rule, the cell phone will 
be turned into the office and the student will be required to follow the 
school cell phone protocol. 



Cheating & 
plagiarism:  

Any suspected cheating or plagiarism will be turned over to the school 
administration. 

Tardy: Each student is allowed 3 tardy marks per semester.  After the third tardy, 
detention will be assigned for each successive tardy noted. 
 
The nature of AVID requires students to have satisfactory attendance in 
order to remain in the program. Lack of attendance or excessive tardies 
will result in a probationary contract, and if necessary removal from the 
program.  

Food and 
Drink: 

Food and drink are only allowed if they do not create a distraction to the 
learning environment. All beverages should have a cap/lid. 

 


