
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL 

SYLLABUS 

 

Course:   English I 

Type:   2 Terms; Required 

Instructor:   Shannon Sutherland 

Email:   shannon.sutherland@lincoln.k12.or.us 

 

Course Description 

Course 

Overview: 

The first year of ELA lays the foundation for future success in all classes. Various 

types of fictional and informational literature will be analyzed. Students will learn 

various writing and speaking styles to express their ideas across their curriculum. It 

is important that students use this time to build their toolbox of strategies for 

reading, writing, and speaking about literature. 

Course 

Passing 

Criteria: 

To pass each semester, a student has to earn a 60% in the grade book, and have 

passed 60% or more of the required standards (see below). The standard assessments 

will correlate to Oregon Common Core State Standards. Students earning below a 

60% in the grade book, or who fail a semester for not 

passing too many standards will be required to retake an English I course in order to 

receive the required credit. 

Grading 

Criteria: 

Student grades will be based on an 80/20 model: 80% of your grade will be based on 

standard assessments, while 20% of your grade will be based on formative work and 

accountability quizzes. 

Marks in 

Pinnacle: 

In addition to point grades, the following marks will be used in the grade book: 

● X = an excused assignment (no impact on your grade) 

● R = a revision of your assignment is required for grading 

● Z = missing work, never turned in 

● T = turned in work, not yet graded 

● 0 = student received zero points on work turned in 

● Blank = teacher has not yet processed the paperwork/due date pending 

Textbook: myPerspectives ELA: Grade 9, Pearson, 2017. 

POSSIBLE Class Novel: 

The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls (provided when needed) 

(As well as an assortment of short stories, poetry, spoken word, music, and film used 

to enhance your learning experience.) 

*Because our time is limited to cover novels this year, we may cover just one more, 

and this book is TBD at a later date. 

Required 

Materials: 

Chromebook (provided), student edition of myPerspectives workbook (provided), 

 

Suggested 

Materials: 

Colored pencils/pens/markers and earbuds or headphones 

 
 

 

 

Standards Assessment 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/


Course 

Standards & 

Assessment 

Policy 

(80%): 

Standard assessments may take place in a variety of formats. Students will receive 

ample notification of the format and rubric for each standard assessment. Rubrics 

will be thoroughly explained in class. 

 

Written Task Assessments: 

There will be two WT assignments in the first semester. Unless otherwise indicated 

by the teacher, students will submit their assignments 

electronically through google classroom. Students will have one revision opportunity 

on each WT assignment. The revision may only be submitted for a grade 

improvement if the original essay met 

the minimum word count requirement. 

 

Essay/Short Answer Exam – written in class: If a student misses an exam, student 

will make an appointment to take the exam and will be provided an alternate 

question(s). The student will have one week from the time of the original test date to 

schedule their makeup. There are no retakes or 

revisions of in-class exams. 

 

Presentation/Project: because of the time consuming (for student, teacher and 

class) and intense work level that often goes with the project/presentations, in 

general, these grades are final. However, should there be an extenuating 

circumstance that a student believes should be 

taken into consideration, I am willing to meet with them to discuss the situation. 

Students have one week from the time of grading to request this meeting. 

 

Multiple Choice Exam: although rare, there may be situations where I use multiple 

choice exams to assess your knowledge of content – in other words, this might be 

used to determine if you really read the text. Students will be required to take the 

exam upon return, but it will not be the exact same exam given on the day they 

missed in order to preserve test security. 

Formative  

Make-Up 

Policy 

(20%): 

Formative classroom work may include quizzes, class discussion, and formative 

assignments. 

1. Students do not have multiple attempts on formative work. 

2. Students who miss class because of illness or other excused absences have one 

day plus a day for every consecutive absence to make up their work. 

 

Accommo-

dations: 

If you are in need of any accommodations not already provided, please schedule a 

time, in person or via email, to speak with me. 

Make-Up 

Work:  

Most assignments and instruction will be available for access by the end of the 

school day in Google Classroom. If you miss class, please be sure to check there. 

Late Work: FORMATIVE late work is 50% value. 

STANDARD late work may be accepted late without penalty depending on 

circumstances. When a standard assignment/assessment is turned in late, the student 

will be required to fill out a Google Form in order to receive credit. I reserve the 

right to issue a 10% penalty per day (up to 50%) that a standard is late if this policy 

is abused. 

 



General Policies 

Respect Respect is one of the most important expectations in my classroom. I will 

treat you with respect and I expect you to do the same towards me, your peers, 

and the classroom environment. When in doubt, remember the Golden Rule: 

treat others as you would want to be treated! 

Accommo-

dations: 

Any student seeking accommodations on an assessment or for other general 

classroom activities should speak to me individually. I will happily meet the 

accommodation needs of students with IEP’s and 504’s.  

Technology: In accordance with school policy, cell phones, iPods, etc. are not allowed in 

class from bell to bell.  If any piece of technology is seen or heard during 

class, regardless of whether or not it is in use, it may be confiscated and turned 

over to the office as per school policy.  

Cheating and 

plagiarism:  

Cheating and plagiarism are not acceptable in the real world, nor will I tolerate 

them in my class. When you get caught, you will automatically be referred to 

school administration for disciplinary action. If you are unsure about whether 

something is cheating or plagiarism, speak to me before turning it in!  

Tardy: Each student is allowed 3 tardy marks per semester.  After the third tardy, 

detention will be assigned for each successive tardy noted.   

Food and 

Drink: 

Students are allowed to have food and drink in the classroom as long as: 

● The items are small and are not a distraction (such as noise or smell); 

● Drinks are kept in a sealed container; 

● Students clean up their food/drink by the end of class. 

I reserve the right to revoke food and drink privileges at any time.  

Assigned 

Seating: 

There will be assigned seats for this course for at least the first semester.  This 

is subject to change. Configuration changes will be made to promote the best 

learning environment for the entire class. 

 


