
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL 

SYLLABUS 2020-2021 

Course Political Economy – 1st Period 
Type Social Studies – Required  

Instructor Ben Ryan 
Prep Period 8:00 – 8:40 AM 

Email ben.ryan@lincoln.k12.or.us 
Phone Number 541-265-9281 Ext. 260 

Google 

Classroom Code 
zhv3vmr 

Weekly 

Overview 

Provided 

Monday Morning on Google Classroom 

   

Course Description  

Course Overview This is a full credit course covering a variety of topics in American 

Government and Economics. This course will study the foundations and 

functions of American government. Mass media, political parties, civic 

engagement, microeconomics and macroeconomics, and personal finance will 

also be covered. A special focus will be given to the 2020 Elections in the first 

term. 

Course Passing 

Criteria 

To pass each semester, a student has to earn a final grade of 60% or higher, 

and must earn a 60% or higher in the standards portion of the gradebook. 
Course Grading 

Criteria 

Student grades will be based on Standard Assessments. Each standard must be 

passed with a 60% or higher. 
Textbook A textbook will not be required for this class, though I may use excerpts on 

occasion.  
Required Materials  A school-issued computer, a designated notebook, binder, or specific section 

of a notebook or binder, for this class alone.  
Standard 

Assessment Policy 

Standard assessments may take place in a variety of formats. Students will 

receive ample notification of the format and content for each assessment. 

Students must receive a passing score of at least 70% on standard assignments 

to pass the course. 

Marks in Pinnacle Mark Definition 

90-100 A 

80-89 B 

70-79 C 

60-69 D 

0-59 F 

P Passing Score (60-100) 

N Non-Passing Score (0-59) 

I Incomplete 



G No Grade, No Credit 

L Late Practice 

R Revision Needed 

T Turned in, Not Yet Graded 

X Exempt from Standard or Practice 

Z Never Turned in the Assessment or Practice 
 

Standards Policy – 

80% 

The typical format for assessments will be mixtures of short and long projects 

and essays. There will be no exams in the first term. Each student will be given 

multiple opportunities to pass a standard. 

1. If a student fails a standard, they will be allowed to complete revisions 

and earn back up to half of the points lost. 

2. The instructor may give reminders about deadlines for retakes, but it 

is the student’s responsibility to schedule a make-up or retake.  

Once we switch to a hybrid model, exams will also be used to assess 

standards. A student absent on the day of an exam without prior 

arrangements or an excused absence will receive a 30% deduction on the 

retake. Final exams will receive a 0 instead, unless the absence is excused. 

Accountability 

Policy – 20% 

Students have fourteen days to turn in late classwork. If a student submits late 

work of passable quality, a 70% will be assigned. Accountability work turned in 

after the fourteen days will not be accepted. 

 

 

General Policies for Comprehensive Distance Learning 

Accommodations Any student seeking accommodations on an assignment, assessment, or for 

other general classroom activities should submit an accommodation request 

prior to the due date in the folder on the bulletin board. Submitting the request 

at the time of turn in for students with IEP’s and 504’s is also acceptable. I will 

happily meet the accommodation needs of students with IEP’s and 504’s. 

Weekly 

Discussions 

Every week, you will be responsible for participating in an online discussion 

forum. Each Wednesday will have a question that you are asked to respond to 

by 2 PM (this is for attendance purposes). You will also be responsible for 

replying to two separate classmates posts before that Sunday at 11:59 PM. 

Attendance We will be meeting four days a week (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday). 

You are expected to participate in the class zoom each day. Obvious conflicts 

will arise (e.g.: illness, assisting a sibling, etc.). Please email me in advance to 

inform me if you will be unable to attend.  

Timeliness I will begin each class with a zoom meeting. I will give access at the moment class 

begins (a 9:00 AM class will begin at 9:00 AM). Please make sure that you are in 

the Zoom “waiting room” prior to the start time so I can grant admission and 

we can begin class on time. We want to respect each other’s time. 

Make-up Missed 

Instruction 

In the event of a pre-arranged absence, it is your responsibility to make the 

necessary arrangements to meet any due dates that may occur during your 

absence. In the event of absence due to exceptional circumstances you will need 

to make arrangements with the instructor upon your return to class. 

Class Expectations While class is in session, please have your video on whenever possible so that 

we can see you – this helps develop our classroom culture. If for some reason 



you’re unable to use your video, please have your parents email me so we can 

discuss alternatives. 

 

Please use the “chat” feature appropriately, making sure to ask specific questions 

or to make focused comments. While I appreciate humor as much as the next 

person, I want to make sure that it doesn’t distract you or your peers from the 

lesson. Please also keep your audio muted unless you are speaking. Unmuted 

microphones results in feedback that makes it difficult to hear.  

 

Also, please have yourself stationed somewhere you will be able to accomplish 

work. You will need space for a notebook and your computer. 

 

Dress Code Each student should be dressed in an appropriate manner for class every day.  

Technology Usage While class is in session, please limit the use of your personal devices. Texting a 

friend to remind them that class has started is fine or to look up a word or 

person you don’t know (I do this frequently), but please don’t be on TikTok, 

Instagram, or other similar entertainment sites.  

Technology 

Failure 

While technology has come a long way, it is not perfect, and there will be times 

when it fails you. I totally understand. If it does, just send me a Remind text or a 

quick e-mail as soon as you are able to (I know you may not be able to do this 

right away).  

Cheating and 

Plagiarism 

This is a zero-tolerance policy. When caught you will automatically be referred 

to Mr. Scarberry. This includes everything from a practice assignment, to a class 

hand out, to exams. The only thing you may copy from another student (or from 

anywhere else for that matter) is my class notes. In recent years, plagiarism has 

become a problem in my classroom. As such, I have purchased plagiarism-

detection software which cross-references submissions against billions of 

websites, magazines, newspapers, and books.  

Assignment 

Submissions 

Unless stated otherwise, all papers, projects, and assignments are to be 

submitted through Google Classroom.   

Food and Drink I’m obviously not going to tell you what you can and cannot eat in your own 

home. That being said, please make sure you have your food and drink with you 

before class starts (don’t run to the kitchen mid-class to heat up popcorn in the 

microwave). 

Bathroom Breaks Just like it would be in a normal class, there will be times when you need to use 

the restroom. Because there are ten-minute breaks between classes instead of 

five, please plan to use the bathroom during those times. However, if you drank 

six cups of coffee and you really have to go, just write something like “going to 

the bathroom for a moment” and then “I’m back” when you return. That way if 

we are in the middle of something I know when you have returned. 

Extra Credit I do not believe in Santa Claus, the Easter Bunny, or Extra Credit. 

Grace This is a new experience for all of us, and we all are going to need some time to 

adjust. We are all going to need a lot of grace this year. My goal isn’t to set up 

these rules to “get you”. I know that stuff comes up sometimes and emergencies 

happen. If we are in class and you have to step out for a minute and deal with it 

– let me know! I promise not to get angry with you. All I ask from each of you is 

that you are honest with me – and that you communicate with me! I know some 

of you are working full-time. I know some of you may be babysitting siblings 

while you are in class. Don’t ever hesitate to contact me if you have concerns. 

 


