
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL 
IB THEATRE SYLLABUS 2019-20 

 
Course: IB Theatre (SL/HL) & Advanced Theatre (with permission) 

 
Type: 2 year IB Theatre Arts Course 

 
Instructor: Mrs. Jody Hanna 

 
Prep Period: 8:00 am -8:40 am 

 
Email: jody.hanna@lincoln.k12.or.us    

 
Class Time: 9:00 am- 10:30 am (1st period) Terms 1 & 2 

 
Google Classroom 

Link: 
frwjvhs 
 

 
ZOOM Link: 

https://zoom.us/j/95969997552 
 

 
Course Description 

Course 
Overview: 

An advanced theatre arts course which allows students the opportunity to become a well-rounded 
theatre student with an international theatre perspective. The core of the syllabus will focus on the 
following 3 components:  
 
Theatre in Context—allows students to consider three contexts in which theatre can be created, 
presented and experienced by an audience: personal context, theoretical context, and cultural 
context. 
Theatre Processes—exploring different processes involved in making theatre from the perspective 
of creator, designer, director and performer and observing and reflecting on processes used in 
different theatre traditions and performance practices from around the world. 
Presenting Theatre—allows students to present ideas about theatre and take part in actual 
performances. You will apply practical theatre skills both individually and collaboratively through a 
range of formats: theatre productions, oral presentations, and journal entries. 
 
For each one of these components you will be asked to view theatre from the perspective of a 
creator, designer, director, performer and spectator. 
 
Underpinning the entire course will be a journal. This is the student’s own record, charting 
development, challenges and achievements and, as such, students are free to determine what form it 
will take (written/audio/visual). The journal is meant to support and nurture development and 
much of the student’s assessed work will emerge from it. 

Course Passing 
Criteria: 

To pass each semester, a student has to earn a 70% in the grade book. 

Materials: Students will need a dedicated Theatre Journal. This can be physical or digital.  
Computer for Zoom 

 
Assessment 

Grading Criteria Students are scored using the IB Theatre assessments. The assessment for these areas will largely be 
in year 2 of the course and take the form of a director’s notebook (20 pages), a 15-minute unedited 
video presentation of a convention of a theatre tradition, and a collaborative project resulting in a 
piece of original theatre and documented by a process portfolio and a short video.  Students will also 
complete research into a theatre theorist, to include practical exploration, culminating in a <3000 
word report and a recording of a 4-8 minute solo piece, designed, directed and performed by the 
student. 
Year 1 will focus on preparing for the IB assessments, but may include the completion of tasks to be 
submitted in Year 2. 
ADVANCED THEATRE STUDENTS will have modified assignments, expectations, and grading while 
doing similar work. 

mailto:jody.hanna@lincoln.k12.or.us
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Course Standards   This course will adhere to the IB Theatre curriculum. 
Marks in 
Pinnacle 

Mark Definition Mark Definition 
90 -100 A I  Incomplete 
80 -89 B G No Grade, No Credit 
70 -79 C R Revision needed 
0 -69 F T Turned in, not yet graded 
P Passing score 70 – 100 X Exempt from standard or practice 
N Non Passing Score 0 – 69 Z Never turned in the assessment or 

practice 
 

  
 

SPECIAL COMPREHENSIVE DISTANCE LEARNING POLICIES (see ALSO General Policies Below) 
Respect Even though we are going to be on Zoom, in different locations, we are all here to learn and grow. 

Please respect everyone’s time and process. Be respectful of me, each other and those who are in 
your home.  

Dress Code: Everyone should appear on camera appropriately dressed for class. There may be times when you 
will be out of your chair moving around. Have pants on, people! 

Attendance: We will meet 4 days a week (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday) and you are expected to attend 
and participate in every class. Please let me know asap if you are going to be absent. This is an 80-
minute class. Missing one day of class is really like missing two!! If you need a break, please send me 
a private message in the chat. Also remember that you will have 10 minutes in between classes. 

Zoom 
Engagement: 

          **You should have your video on during class, unless I tell you that you can turn it off. There 
will be times when I am recording class. Sometimes you will be able to turn off your camera and 
other times you will not. I will let you know. These recordings will not be published for others to 
view, just your classmates and perhaps IB, if we have to record remotely, for submission. 
          **Please keep your microphone on mute unless you are speaking. I have requested permission 
from you on Zoom to use the unmute feature. Please give me access to this feature, so I can unmute 
you during class, if needed. 
          **Please use the chat feature appropriately. It is not a place for lots of side conversation. I don’t 
mind you using the chat, I just don’t want it to become a distraction. 
          **Please be stationed somewhere where you can work. You will need access to your computer, 
your notebook and a space to move around. You won’t always be moving, but if you need to, you’ll 
need to have a place to do it. Please do not be in your bed. It is not a conducive place to do 
schoolwork. 
 

Late Work: YOU MUST MEET DEADLINES. Work due in Term 1 will not be accepted in Term 2. 
Technology: During class time, please limit your use of other screen devices to class related activities. For 

example, you might text a friend to remind them class has started, or use your personal computer to 
look something up while also watching me on your school computer. These are acceptable uses of 
technology. Please do not use additional devices for entertainment or distraction. 

Technology 
Failure: 

Sometimes technology fails. It might be your internet connection or your computer. Don’t panic. Just 
email me, as soon as you can and keep trying to resolve the issue. You can also text a friend in the 
class. 
It is also possible that my technology will fail in the middle of class. If we lose connection, please, 
monitor google classroom throughout our assigned class time for updates, or reconnection. 

Tardy: Please be PROMPT. It is frustrating when I have to repeat myself because people are late to class.  
BE ON TIME. 

Food and Drink: I typically only allow water in theatre class. Since the online format is different, I don’t have a 
problem with you having food. BUT, if you are going to have food, you need to have it ready before 
the start of class. No hauling your computer to the kitchen to make breakfast, please! Class doesn’t 
start until 9am, you have plenty of time to get it ready beforehand. 

Final Thoughts 
for Distance 

Learning 

COMMUNICATE! COMMUNICATE! COMMUNICATE! 
There are going to be challenges associated with distance learning. It is harder to communicate when 
we don’t see each other in person every day. If you are having difficulty, please reach out. Answer my 
emails. Don’t ignore issues. Work to solve them. I am reasonable.  
We are going to get through this. I am going through this with you! Even though it may look different, 
THIS IS GOING TO BE A GREAT YEAR!! 

 
 



General Policies 
Respect I will treat you with respect and I expect you to do the same for those around you.  You are all young 

adults and I believe you know what respect looks like. But, to be clear: Respect each other, respect 
the work, respect the process, respect the director. Be sensitive to the ideas, opinions and property 
of others. Do not use profanity or name calling.  

Trust Theatre requires trust and teamwork. You must be a trusted member of the team.  
 Be prepared. Be ready to go on time. Have a reputation for being reliable. Being labeled as 

unreliable is one of the worst things that can happen to someone in the theatre. 
 Be encouraging. Let others know that you appreciate their efforts. If you think a comment 

will hurt someone, don’t say it. This is also part of being a good audience member. 
 Be safe. Always be aware of where other people are and how your movement affects them. 

Move in such a way that everyone feels safe at all times. 
People will trust you, if you are prepared, encouraging, and make them feel safe physically and 
emotionally. 

Engagement Whether you are doing an activity, listening to another student speak, or getting instructions from 
me, you need to be fully involved. You cannot be involved if you are talking or goofing around. Every 
activity has a purpose—even games—and every activity deserves your full attention and 
concentration, from start to finish. 

Accommodations Any student seeking accommodations on an assessment or for other general classroom activities 
should submit an accommodation request form PRIOR to the due date. Submitting the request at the 
time of turn in for students with IEP’s and 504’s is also acceptable. I will happily meet the 
accommodation needs of students with IEP’s and 504’s.  

Make-Up Missed 
Instruction:  

When a student misses class, it is their responsibility to find out what material was taught and what 
assignments were given. If you need clarification on instructions or content, make sure you ask. 
Students have one school day for every absence to make up work. Due to the interactive nature of 
theatre, however, some assignments are difficult to make up, particularly participation/engagement 
points. It is the student’s responsibility to submit a written proposal for an alternative assignment to 
make up the missed points, if desired. Please talk to me if this applies to you so we can work 
something out. The goal is for you to be successful in this class! (These points cannot be made up for 
unexcused absences or tardies.) 

Late Work: All work can be turned in until the end of each six week grading period. 
Technology: In accordance with school policy, cell phones, iPods, etc. are not allowed in class from bell to bell.  If 

any piece of technology is seen or heard during class, regardless of whether or not it is in use (unless 
specifically indicated for learning purposes in this class), it will be confiscated and turned over to 
administration as per school policy. If permission is granted to one student to use their technology 
for a momentary academic purpose, it is not to be assumed that permission is extended to anyone 
else.   

Cheating and 
plagiarism:  

Cheating and plagiarism are serious issues. Intellectual property is just as valuable as physical 
property. Cheating and plagiarism are both stealing intellectual property. Do not steal. Just. Don’t. 
Do. It.  

Tardy: Each student is allowed 3 tardy marks per semester.  After the third tardy, detention will be assigned 
for each successive tardy noted.   

Food and Drink: You may have water in a sealed container. You must keep all other food and beverages out of our 
theatre space.  

Final Thought: I like to consider myself a reasonable human being.  There are occasionally exceptions to situations.  
If you feel like you should have an exception to one of my listed policies, come and ask me about it in 
a responsible fashion; I will quite possibly work with you on your concern. If you need to contact me 
outside of school time, email is the fastest and easiest way to get a timely response. 

 


