
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL 
IB SENIOR ENGLISH 
SYLLABUS 2020-21 

 
COMPREHENSIVE DISTANCE LEARNING MODEL  

 
COURSE AND INSTRUCTOR DETAILS 

COURSE IB Senior English 

TYPE Full credit, meets graduation requirement 

INSTRUCTOR Samantha Murphy 

PREP PERIOD 8:00 AM - 8:40 AM 

EMAIL samantha.murphy@lincoln.k12.or.us 

GOOGLE CLASSROOM CODE p5j2dqz 

REMIND CODE @buildaraft 

WEEKLY OVERVIEW 
PROVIDED 

Sunday evening, on google classroom 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION and GRADING POLICIES 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
The second of a two-year program designed to increase a 
student’s ability to express a deepening understanding of 
literature in both writing and oral discussion.  

SIGNIFICANT DEADLINES 
FOR THE YEAR:  Higher Level Essay: October 4, 2020 (my due date, not IB’s) 

Individual Oral Presentation: March 15-19, 2021 

May Exams: Paper 1 -- May 10, 2021, Paper 2 (canceled) 

PASSING CRITERIA To pass each semester of IB English, a student has to earn a 60% 
in the grade book. Having said that, IB English is an advanced 
course of study and any student earning lower than an 80% in 
the grade book will have their placement reviewed. 

GRADING CRITERIA Student grades will be based on an 80/20 model: 80% of your 
grade will be based on standard assessments, while 20% of your 
grade will be based on formative work.  

REQUIRED MATERIALS School issued computer 



Literary texts (if you can’t buy them, we will for you) 
Colored pencils 
Notebook 

PRIMARY TEXTS OF 
LITERATURE 

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, by Frederick Douglass 
 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, by Mark Twain 
 
Macbeth, by William Shakespeare 
 
Chronicle of a Death Foretold, by Gabriel Garcia-Marquez 

STANDARDS ASSESSED Please reference the IB Rubrics for Paper 1, Paper 2, and the 
Individual Oral (these will be on google classroom). 

STANDARDS GRADING & 
LATE WORK POLICY -- 
80% of Final Grade 

All work designated as “standards based” will be distributed with 
a rubric explaining the grading and potential revision process. It 
will be identified as a standards based assignment on the 
assignment, in google classroom,  and within the gradebook. 
Grading will be based on selected sections of the IB rubrics. 
 
Standards turned in late lose 10% a day off the original grade up 
to 50% of the grade. This may be mitigated by a conversation 
with me about the circumstances surrounding the tardiness of 
your work.  

FORMATIVE WORK 
GRADING POLICY -- 20% 
of Final Grade 

Formative work includes the occasional assignment, in class 
work, notebook entries, and participation. As these are intended 
to help with the learning process, they will be graded for 
engagement and timeliness, in addition to quality of work. 
Grading will be based on selected sections of the IB rubrics. 
 
Formative work is accepted at a maximum of 70% value up to 
two weeks after the original due date. 

 
GENERAL POLICIES FOR COMPREHENSIVE DISTANCE LEARNING 

RESPECT Even though we are all in different locations, it is important that 
we demonstrate respect for the time and effort that each of us 
are investing into the educational process. We will undoubtedly 
encounter unexpected situations over the coming weeks and 
months. As you decide how to respond to each one, please ask 
yourself if you are being respectful to your classmates, your 
teacher, and to the other people in your home. 

DRESS CODE Each student (as well as the teacher) should appear on camera 
appropriately dressed for class. I have confidence in your ability 
to understand what that means. 



ATTENDANCE We will be meeting four days a week (Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday). You are expected to participate in the 
class zoom each day. Obvious conflicts will arise (ie: illness, 
assisting a sibling, etc.). Please email me in advance to inform me 
if you will be unable to attend.  

TIMELINESS  Because you begin your 80 minute class period with Mr. Ryan, I 
will join your class at exactly 40 minutes. Please do not take the 
transition as a time to take a break … we will end up wasting too 
many minutes of class and you will miss instructions. There will 
be moments in the course of either Mr. Ryan’s class or my class 
where it will be appropriate to step out for a moment if you 
must. Please don’t miss the beginning or end. Also remember 
that after class you will be going to lunch. 
 

CLASSROOM 
ENGAGEMENT 

You are encouraged, but not mandated, to have your video on 
during class.  
 
Please use the “chat” feature appropriately, making sure to ask 
specific questions or to make focused comments. While a little 
humor is appreciated, we want to make sure we find the right 
balance. 
 
Please keep your audio muted unless you are speaking. Too 
many unmuted microphones results in feedback that makes it 
difficult to hear. 
 
Please have yourself stationed somewhere you will be able to 
accomplish work. You will need space for a notebook and your 
computer. I recommend a table or a desk and respectfully ask 
that you not be in bed, under the covers while working.  

TECHNOLOGY USAGE While you are engaged in class, please limit your use of other 
screen devices to class related activities. For example, you might 
text a friend to remind them class has started. Or you use your 
personal computer to look up the definition of a word while also 
watching me on your school computer. These are acceptable 
uses of technology. Please do not use additional devices for 
entertainment or distraction. 

TECHNOLOGY FAILURES There will be times when your technology fails you. It might be 
your internet or your computer. Whatever the reason, don’t 
panic. Simply email me as soon as you can (understandably you 
might not have the ability to do this right away) and keep trying 
to resolve the issue. 
 
In addition, it is always possible that my technology may fail in 



the middle of class. If we lose connection, please monitor google 
classroom throughout our assigned class time for updates.  

CHEATING AND 
PLAGIARISM 

As always, regardless of your reasons for cheating, plagiarizing, 
or copying someone else's work, the bottom line is that it is 
wrong. Please know that in the long run, your choices say more 
about you than your grades do. If you find yourself in a position 
where you think this is your best option, please talk to me about 
why you’re tempted to make this decision. The bottom line is, 
that if you cheat/plagiarize, then you will be referred to Mr. 
Scarberry and face academic consequences, including receiving a 
zero on the assignment.  

FOOD AND DRINK Were we actually in the classroom, I would tell you that food and 
drink were acceptable as long as they didn’t become a 
distraction and that you didn’t leave a mess behind for the 
custodians. Essentially, the policy is the same except I would also 
ask that you arrive to class with your food and drink (no running 
to the kitchen to heat up your ramen in the middle of class, 
please) and that you not leave a mess for your parents to clean 
up! 

RESTROOM BREAKS If we were in school there would be times when you would need 
to run to the restroom. Please feel free to do the same with CDL. 
In the chat bar simply write something like “stepping out of class 
for a moment” and then “I’m back” when you return. That way if 
we are in the middle of something I know that you will return. 

ACCOMODATIONS Any student seeking accommodations on an assignment, 
assessment, or for other general classroom activities should 
speak with me individually. I will happily meet the 
accommodation needs of students with IEP’s and 504’s. 

SUPPLIES If you are  in need of any school supplies, please email me. I am 
more than happy to help you get what you need. 

FINAL THOUGHTS These are unusual times and I believe in making the best of 
difficult circumstances. Situations are going to arise that we 
never anticipated. Please reach out to me with your thoughts and 
questions as they apply both to your individual academic needs 
and the needs of the class as a whole. If you think a policy needs 
revisiting, I am more than happy to talk with you. 

 
 


