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Course: Biology 

Type: Year, required for graduation 
Instructor: Peter Herrmann 

Prep Period: 2nd 
Email: peter.herrmann@lincoln@k12.or.us  

website:  
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Classroom Code: 
 

 
Course Description 

Course Overview: Welcome to Biology!  Biology, in the simplest definition, is the study of life.  As one of the 
many areas of science it is a study and inquiry of how life interacts with the natural 
world.  
 
Each semester has three units centering around a question of inquiry.  Unit questions are 
designed to allow students to become proficient in Next Generation Science Standards 
(NGSS).  Each of these units will be explored for four to six weeks and have a midpoint 
and end assessment aligned with NGSS standards. 
 

 

Course Passing 
Criteria: 

Student grades will be based on an 80/20 model: 80% of your grade will be based on 
standard assessments, while 20% of your grade will be based on labs.  
 

Required 
Materials: 

Folder in a 3-ring binder (just for this class) 
College ruled spiral bound notebook 

Suggested 
Materials: 

dry-erase markers, colorful pens and markers 

 
Standards Assessment 

Course Units 1st Semester: 
● Feeding the World 
● Cancer 
● Antibiotics 

 

2nd Semester: 
● Water 
● Selective Breeding 
● Human Impacts 

NGSS Standards The NGSS life science topics in high school are: 

● Cellular Structure & Function 

● Ecosystems & Relationships 

● Inheritance & Evolution 

Two of these topics will be addressed in each course unit, so students will see these 

multiple times with different emphasis.  

 
Standard  

Make-Up Policy: 
If you miss a test you must make it up BEFORE you return to class.   We move fast in 

the class, and will be moving on, so it is important that all tests be scheduled to be 



made up ASAP.   If you miss a test and do not have an excused absence, you will forfeit 

your score. 

 
General Policies 

Expectations: I do my best to make the subject interesting, engaging, and comprehensible (even if 
it may not be your favorite subject, yet).  Additionally, I will work to ensure our 
classroom is a place of enthusiastic rigor where learning can occur and everyone 
feels a part of the community.  Three expectations: Responsible, Respectful, and 
Safe will be followed by everyone, including myself. 
 

Accommodations: Lesson activities will be designed to meet the needs of all learners and are 
differentiated by readiness, ability, and/or interest. To ensure that students 
designated as “Talented and Gifted” (TAG) receive academic instruction that is 
appropriate to their rate and level of learning, the curriculum and instruction of this 
course may be differentiated to include specialized groupings, compacting of 
curriculum, accelerated pacing, and providing of extension/challenge activities. 
 

Make-Up Missed 
Instruction:  

I understand emergencies and sickness are part of life.  In the event that you are 
absent it is your responsibility to make-up missed class work.  Daily work is posted 
on google classroom, this should be your first resource if class is missed. Plan ahead 
and see me before the due date if you will be absent, need additional assistance, or 
need an extension to work out a solution.  
 

Late Labs Unless pre-arranged, I do not accept late work.  I have way too many students to be 
constantly grading late labs, thus you forfeit your score if your assignment  is not 
turned in on the date that it is due. 
 

Technology: In accordance with school policy, cell phones, iPods, etc. are not allowed in class 
from bell to bell.  If any piece of technology is seen or heard during class, regardless 
of whether or not it is in use, it will be confiscated and turned over to Mr. Scarberry 
as per school policy.  

Cheating and 
plagiarism:  

Students are expected to do their own work or contribute equally in group projects. 
If another source is adapted or used to develop ideas it must be cited correctly 
(ideas, images, sentences, or work).  Credit will not be given for copying. 
 

Tardy: Each student is allowed 3 tardy marks per semester.  After the third tardy, 
detention will be assigned for each successive tardy noted.  
 

Food and Drink: I love to eat and to use my cell phone.  However, I put these away during class.  I 
ask you to do the same and save them for breaks.  I will confiscate.  Beverages with 
lids are okay, but please ensure they don’t distract. 

 


