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Course Description  

Course 
Overview 

This is a yearlong junior level IB History course that precedes IB 20th Century 
World History. The first semester will focus on the United States Civil War, 
and begin the Great Depression. The second semester will finish the Great 
Depression, and then transition into Cold War and the Americas. A primary 
objective is to prepare students for Paper Topic 3 for the IB May exams in 
May of your senior year, as well as writing the Internal Assessment. 

Topics of Study Fall Semester – United States Civil War 
This topic covers the United States Civil War from 1840-1877. Areas of study 
include the short, medium, and long-term causes of the Civil War, analysis of 
the slavery economy, major battles and campaigns, and impacts of the 
conflict on post-war society – including Reconstruction.  
 
Fall/Spring Semester – Great Depression in the Americas 
This topic covers the Great Depression in the United States, Canada, and 
Brazil. Areas of study include the solutions of Hoover and Roosevelt in the 
US, King and Bennett in Canada, and Vargas in Brazil.  The impact of the 
Great Depression on the countries of the Americas will also be covered. 
 
Spring Semester – Cold War and the Americas 
This topic covers the origins of the Cold War, and spanning four decades 
from Truman to the Carter Administration. The reasons for and nature of 
American involvement in the wars in Korea and Vietnam will be covered, as 
well as the successes and failures of American foreign policy. The social and 
domestic policies of Cuba during the Cold War will also be discussed. 

Course Passing 
Criteria 

To pass each semester, a student has to earn a 70% in the gradebook, and 
have passed 70% of the standards. 

Required 
Materials  

A designated notebook, binder, or specific section of a notebook or binder, 
for this class alone. Different colored pens and highlighters.  

 



Standard 
Assessment 
Policy 

Standard assessments may take place in a variety of formats. Students will 
receive ample notification of the format and content for each standard 
assessment. Students must receive a passing score of at least 70% on 
standard assignments to pass the course. 

Marks in 
Pinnacle 

Mark Definition 

90-100 A 

80-89 B 

70-79 C 

0-69 F 

P Passing Score (70-100) 

N Non-Passing Score (0-69) 

I Incomplete 

G No Grade, No Credit 

L Late Practice 

R Revision Needed 

T Turned in, Not Yet Graded 

X Exempt from Standard or Practice 

Z Never Turned in the Assessment or Practice 
 

Standard Make-
up Policy  

Each student will be given multiple opportunities to pass a standard.  
1. If a student fails the standard or misses the assessment they will 

have ten school days from the date that the standard was assessed 
to make-up, turn in, or re-do a standard. 

2. Students must attend a Tutorial Session before they may retake a 
test. 

3. Students must  
4. The instructor may choose to allow retakes and make-ups for 

standards after the ten days have passed. If so, submitted work is 
subject to a 20% late penalty.  

a. Accountability work turned in after the ten days, where the 
student’s absence was unexcused will not be accepted. 

5. The instructor may give reminders about deadlines for retakes, but 
it is the student’s responsibility to schedule a make-up or retake.  

6. A student absent on the day of an exam without prior arrangements 
or an excused absence will receive a 30% deduction on the retake. 

a. Final exams will receive a 0 instead, unless the absence is 
excused. 

Missed Late 
Work 

Students have ten school days to turn in late classwork. The following late 
penalties are assessed: 

1 school day – 10% 
2 school days – 20% 
3 school days – 30% 
4 school days – 40% 

5-10 school days – 50% 
 
Late classwork is not accepted after the ten school days. 

 



 

General Policies 

Accommodations Any student seeking accommodations on an assignment, assessment, or for 
other general classroom activities should submit an accommodation 
request form prior to the due date in the folder on the bulletin board. 
Submitting the request at the time of turn in for students with IEP’s and 
504’s is also acceptable. I will happily meet the accommodation needs of 
students with IEP’s and 504’s. 

Make-up Missed 
Instruction 

1. In the event of a prior-arranged absence it is the responsibility of 
the student to make the necessary arrangements to meet any due 
dates that may occur during their absence.  

2. In the event of absence due to exceptional circumstances students 
will need to make arrangements with the instructor upon their 
return to class. 

Technology In accordance with school policy, cell phones, iPods, and other electronic 
devices, including student Chromebooks, are not allowed in class from bell 
to bell, unless otherwise approved by the instructor. Anyone found in 
violation of this policy will have the device confiscated and turned over to 
Ms. Thurber as per school policy. If permission is granted to one student to 
use their technology for a momentary academic purpose, it is not to be 
assumed that permission is extended to anyone else. 

Cheating and 
Plagiarism 

Zero-tolerance policy. When caught you will automatically be referred to 
Mr. Scarberry. This includes everything from a practice assignment, to a 
class hand out, to exams. The only thing you may copy from another 
student (or from anywhere else for that matter) is my class notes. In recent 
years, plagiarism has become a problem in my classroom. As such, I have 
purchased plagiarism-detection software which cross-references 
submissions against billions of websites, magazines, newspapers, and 
books. 

Paper 
Submissions 

Unless stated otherwise, all papers are to be submitted electronically to my 
e-mail address.  

Aspire Center Students who would like to miss class to work in the Aspire Center (mentor 
meetings, scholarships, etc.) will need my approval prior to the absence. 
Signing in on the sign up sheet in the Aspire center without my approval 
will not excuse you from my class and students will not be able to make up 
missed work or exams. Please explain to your mentors that you will need 
advanced notice of meetings with them. 

Tardy Policy Each student is allowed 3 tardy marks per semester. After the third tardy, 
detention will be assigned for each successive tardy noted. 

Food and Drink Students are allowed to have drinks on their desks as long as they do not 
leave behind their garbage. Any food brought into my classroom is subject 
to a “Teacher Tax.” If it looks good or it smells good, I reserve the right to 
confiscate my fair share. Foods that are exempt from the Teacher Tax: 

 Kale smoothies 

 Funyuns 



 Flamin’ Hot Cheetos 

 Food where vegetables make up more than or equal to 50% of the 
dish 

 Blueberry muffins 

Assigned Seating You are free to choose your own seats, but I reserve the right to assign seats 
in order to provide a more effective learning environment. 

Extra Credit I do not believe in Santa Claus, the Easter Bunny, or Extra Credit. 

 

 


