
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL  
THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE SYLLABUS  

2019-2020 
 

Course: Theory of Knowledge 

Type: Elective, Critical Thinking, Period 4 

Instructor: Ms. Newby 

Prep: 3rd period (10:12-11:05), Wednesdays (10:11-10:51) 

Email: rachelnewby@lincoln.k12.or.us 

Phone: 541-265-9281 ext. 234 

Course Description 
Course 

Overview: 
Theory of Knowledge is a “full-year-plus” course.  For students attempting to earn 
a TOK Certificate from IB, an additional fifteen hours will be required in your 
senior year.  The course is designed to be a critical thinking course which allows 
students to reflect upon their learning experience.  How do you know what you 
claim to know? 

The TOK course uses a combination, in no particular order of the following ideas: 

■Ways of knowing (language, sense perception, emotion, reason, imagination,         
faith, intuition, and memory): How do we gain knowledge of the world, and what              
are the advantages and disadvantages of each way in which we learn of the world               
and our place in it? These ways of knowing underlie the methodology of the areas               
of knowledge. 

■Areas of knowledge (mathematics, the natural sciences, the human sciences, the           
arts, history, ethics, religious knowledge systems, and indigenous knowledge         
systems): How are the ways of knowing embedded into each area of knowledge?             
What is each of their distinct methods of gaining knowledge? What are the types              
of claims each makes and the issues to consider? 

■Nature of knowledge: What is the process of learning in each subject you take at               
NHS?  What are the connections between the subjects? 

Significant 
Deadlines : 

● Knowledge Survey and Excavation Essay (incremental due dates will be 
implemented throughout the entire year) 

● TOK Presentation 2nd semester (May 18-June 5) 



Course 
Passing 

Criteria: 

To pass each semester, a student has to earn a cumulative 70% in the grade book. 

Grading 
Criteria: 

Student grades will be weighted with 60% of the emphasis on the Summative 
Assessments and 40% on Formative Assessments. Due to the nature of the class, 
Formative Assessments are highly important to the success of the student. 
Therefore, they will be weighted heavier than a usual class.  

It is highly important for each student to: 1) attend class regularly; 2) come to class 
on time; 3) bring required materials; 4) contribute to discussions and maintain 
engagement; and 5) complete written tasks on time.  

Textbook: Theory of Knowledge, Bastian, Bammi, Howard, Kitching, Mackenzie, Oberg, 
Salomon, and Wilkinson.  Pearson Education,  2008.  Many other resources from 
the Oxford University Press and Cambridge, current events, journals, the Internet 
and so on. 

Required 
Materials: 

● Notebook/composition book AND loose leaf paper 
● Pens 

 
Assessment 

Course 
Standards 
Assessed: 

1.  Through discussion and written responses, identify and analyze the various 
kinds of justifications used to support knowledge claims. 

   2.  Formulate, evaluate and attempt to answer knowledge questions through 
oral, written, and/or performance modalities.  

   3.  Examine and explain how academic disciplines/areas of knowledge 
generate and shape knowledge. 

   4.  Demonstrate an understanding of the roles played by ways of knowing in 
the construction of shared and personal knowledge.  

5.  Explore links between knowledge claims, knowledge questions, ways of 
knowing and areas of knowledge.  Explain these links in the context of the 
TOK practice essay. 

6.  Demonstrate an awareness and understanding of different perspectives and 
be able to relate these to one’s own perspective. 

 



7.  Explore a real-life/contemporary situation from a TOK perspective in the 
presentation. 

8. Explore a specific, self-generated question through research, analysis, and 
synthesis of various sources of information.  

Marks in 
Pinnacle 

Summative Assessments will be labeled in the Pinnacle grading system with a 
“ST” before the name of the assessment; it is weighted 60% in the Pinnacle 
System. All work not labeled as ST (for a summative) is considered practice 
and will not be labeled.  Practice work has 40% weight on a student grade. 
Practice includes keeping a composition/notebook, participation in discussion 
and activities, and various assignments that will prepare students for summative 
assessments .  This class is not offered as a P, N, or G. 

 

Mark Definition of Grade Bands 

90 -100 A 

80 -89 B 

70 -79 C 

0 -69 F 

T Turned in, not yet graded 

 Blank, not processed 

I Incomplete 

X Exempt from standard or practice 

Z 

 

Never turned in the assessment or practice 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 



General Policies 
 

Make-Up 
Missed 

Instruction:  

When a student misses class, it is their responsibility to check Google 
Classroom, ask their peers what they missed, and then talk to the teacher about 
a possible time to make up work that is possible to make up.  

Late Practice 
Work: 

Practice work turned in after due dates will be entered into Pinnacle as a ½ 
credit and the opportunity to receive feedback will be significantly minimized.  

Technology: In accordance with school policy, cell phones, iPods, etc. are not allowed in 
class from bell to bell.  If any piece of technology is seen or heard during 
class, regardless of whether or not it is in use, it will be confiscated and turned 
over to Mrs. Thurber as per school policy. If permission is granted to one 
student to use his or her technology for a momentary academic or personal 
purpose, it is not to be assumed that permission is extended to anyone else. 
There will be specific days during which students will be asked to use 
technology for various projects.  Students will be notified in advance of these 
days.  If a student uses their technology device for purposes outside of class 
activities during the specified activity, I reserve the right to confiscate the 
device.  

Cheating and 
plagiarism:  

If a student is found cheating or plagiarizing, the consequences are disastrous 
in relation to IB status and ability to receive the IB diploma.   Since TOK is 
required in order to receive the IB diploma, it is the best interest of the student 
to not engage in cheating or plagiarism. In TOK, you are encouraged to 
discuss with each other, but it is essential that you do your own thinking, come 
up with your own claims, justifications, and conclusions.  

Tardy: Each student is allowed 4 tardy marks per semester.  After the fourth tardy, 
detention will be assigned for each successive tardy noted. 

Food and 
Drink: 

For the most part, the nature of the class will involve activities that will be 
hindered by the presence of food and drink.  There will be a designated area to 
consume food if it becomes a burden on you or those around you.  

Assigned 
Seating: 

There will be no assigned seats to begin with, however, as class moves along, 
I will rearrange and regroup students for various activities.  Also, I reserve the 
right to move a student who needs a different environment in order to focus or 
better add to the learning of the class as a whole, and for themselves 
individually. 



IB Learner 
Profile: 

International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) hopes to develop:  Inquirers, 
Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators, Principled, Open-Minded, Caring, 
Risk-takers, Balanced, and Reflective. This class will seek to emphasize these 
attributes and make accessible the thought processes necessary to move 
toward the development of these traits.  

Student 
Conduct: 

This class is designed to push students out of their comfort zones. In light of 
this, any sort of actions or words that are intended to tear others down will not 
be tolerated and a student may be asked to take a break from the learning 
activity. It is highly important to maintain an atmosphere of curiosity and 
engagement in order to get the most out of this class.  

Yondr Bags At some point in time we may use Yondr bags this year. These are bag in 
which students can place their cell phones and it will lock so they cannot 
access their phones. The students get to keep the bag with the phone inside of 
it, but they cannot access it during class time. The bags will then be unlocked 
and phones will be returned at the end of class. We will not be using these 
every day in class, but there will be days when we use them. There may also 
be days when there will only be five bags in the classroom for students who 
would like to use them. This will be a way for them to hold themselves 
accountable if they need it. 

 


