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NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL 
 BEGINNING VIDEO PRODUCTION SYLLABUS 2019-2020 

 

Course: Beginning Video Production  

Type: Elective 

Instructor: Ms. Holly Schell 

Prep Period: 5th Period 

Email: holly.schell@lincoln.k12.or.us    (This is my preferred contact method.) 

Phone: (541) 265-9281 ext. 233 

Text Text @begvp to the number 81010 to receive text reminders about assignments, deadlines, etc. 

Google 
Classroom 

Please join Google Classroom using the following code: 3afeao 

 
Course Description 

Course 
Overview: 

Video Production is an elective class that focuses on creating short movies. Students in the class 
will produce 30-second to 5-minute videos, taking each project from pre-production, through 
shooting, to post-production and editing. Students will learn the vocabulary of cinematography. In 
addition, students will learn how to work with camera and editing equipment. Though students will 
have some individual assignments, cooperative groups will be the main work pattern for the class. 
Being successful in this class requires all students to work in small groups. 

Course 
Passing 
Criteria: 

To pass each semester of Beginning Video Production, a student has to earn a 70% or higher in the 
grade book, and have passed 70% or more of the required Oregon State High School Video 
Production Standards with a 70% or higher grade. 

Grading 
Criteria: 

Student grades will be based 80% on Standard Assessments and 20% on participation in group 
projects.  Each standard must be passed with a 70% or higher. 

Marks in 
Pinnacle: 

 

Mark Definition 

90 -100 A 

80 -89 B 

70 -79 C 

0 -69 F 

P Passing score 70 – 100 

N Non Passing Score 0 – 69 

I  Incomplete 

G No Grade, No Credit 

E Exceeded expectations on the practice 

M Met expectations on the practice 

D Did not meet expectations on the practice 

L Late practice 

R Revision needed 

T Turned in, not yet graded 

X Exempt from standard or practice 

Z Never turned in the assessment or practice 
 

Required 
Materials: 

A designated notebook, binder, or specific section of a notebook or binder, for this class alone. A 
pen or sharpened pencil should be brought to class every day. 

 

Course 
Standards 

H.S. 1.1 Students will develop a film vocabulary and demonstrate an understanding on how to apply 
these terms through the use of film. 
H.S. 1.2 Students will develop an understanding of film content. 
H.S. 1.3 Students will understand a film’s narrative structure. 
H.S. 1.4 Students will demonstrate and identify editing techniques used in cameras and software. 
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H.S. 1.5 Students will analyze elements of film composition. 
H.S. 1.6 Students will demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative 
products and processes using technology. 
H.S. 2.1 Students apply and use digital media to gather, evaluate, and use information to support 
individual learning and contribute to the learning of others. 
H.S. 2.2 Students use critical thinking skills to plan and conduct research, manage projects, solve 
problems, and make informed decisions using appropriate digital tools and resources. 
H.S. 2.3 Students understand human, cultural, and societal issues related to technology and practice 
legal and ethical behavior. 
H.S. 2.4 Students demonstrate a sound understanding of technology concepts, systems, and 
operations. 
H.S. 2.5 Students understand all of the different parts of the filmmaking process. 

Standard  
Make-Up 

Policy: 

Because we are working in groups with project deadlines, make-up opportunities may be limited at 
times. Every effort will be made to provide additional opportunities to students who have failed to 
pass a specific standard.   

 
General Policies 

Respect: All members of the classroom (both students and teachers) should be treated with respect. 
Please treat others as you would like to be treated.  

Accommodations: Any student seeking accommodations on an assignment, assessment, or for other general 
classroom activities should speak with me individually. I will happily meet the accommodation 
needs of students with IEP’s and 504’s. 

Late or Missing 
Work: 

Because we are working in groups with deadlines, students should make every effort to complete 
assignments on time. Failure to meet deadlines will result in a reduction in the project grade. 
Unavoidable situations that arise and cause late or missing work can be worked out individually 
between the instructor and student. 

Attendance: Video Production is a group-project based class. Students work in groups in 6-week cycles. 
Because of this, attendance is very important. When a student is not in class, they make it 
difficult for the group to function properly and to complete the assigned tasks. Many groups have 
to scramble to change plans when a group member is absent. Because of this, the following 
attendance policy is in place for this class: 

1. In each project cycle, a student can miss up to 4 class periods without penalty 
2. Once a student has missed 5 or more class periods in a project cycle, their project 

grade will be based on the percentage of time they were in class. If they were in class 
80% of the time, they will receive 80% of the group’s grade. 

3. Because of the nature of the class, it is very difficult to make up work when a student is 
absent. If a student has missed 5 or more class periods in a project cycle, and they do 
not want their project grade to be penalized, they must complete a make-up assignment 
for each absence. The make-up assignment can be found in the back of the classroom. 

4. This policy applies to all absences, regardless of the reason for the absence.  
5. Make up assignments must be received by the project due date, so that they can be 

used to calculate a student’s grade on the project. 

One-to-One 
Devices: 

We will be making use of students’ one-to-one devices in our classroom. However, students 
should only have their devices out and in use when directed by the teacher. When not directed 
by the teacher, devices should be stored safely in backpacks and out of sight. If a student wishes 
to use their device during an undesignated time, they must clear this with the teacher first. 

Cell Phones and 
other technology: 

In accordance with school policy, cell phones, iPods, etc. are not allowed in class from bell to 
bell. If any personal communication device is seen or heard during class, regardless of whether 
or not it is in use, it will be confiscated and turned over to the office as per school policy. If 
permission is granted to one student to use their phone or other device for a momentary 
academic purpose, it is not to be assumed that permission is extended to anyone else. 
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Cheating and 
plagiarism:  

Cheating/plagiarizing is never okay, regardless of how you may try to justify it.  When (not if) you 
get caught, you will automatically be referred to an administrator for disciplinary action.   

Tardy: Each student is allowed 3 tardy marks per semester.  After the third tardy, detention will be 
assigned for each successive tardy noted.   

Food and Drink: Students are allowed to have drinks on their desks as long as they do not leave behind their 
garbage. Students are allowed to have small quantities of food (i.e.: one or two items, not an 
entire meal) on their desk as long as the food does not become a distraction (i.e.: loud 
packages/food, messy to eat, sharing with others, etc.) and no mess is left behind. When one-to-
one devices are in use, all food and drink needs to be kept off the desks. Students who don’t 
abide by these expectations will not be allowed food or drink in class. 

Assigned 
Seating: 

Seating arrangements will generally be left up to you to determine.  You will be spending most of 
your time working in small groups either in the classroom, on assignment, or on the computers. It 
is your responsibility to make sure that you choose a seat in a place where you will be most 
productive. I reserve the right to move you if you are off-task. 

 


