
              NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL 
IB Biology High Level SYLLABUS 2019-2020  

Course: International Baccalaureate High Level Biology (IB Biology HL) 
 

Type: Two year science course, collegiate level 
 

Instructor: Ms. Kelly Perry 
 

Prep: none 
Email: kelly.perry@lincoln.k12.or.us- This is the fastest way to get ahold of me 

Google 
Classroom 

xnnxra 
This contains all of the links to powerpoints covered in class, textbook readings, and other useful 
tools.  Some quizzes and labs will be turned in online.  

 
Course Description 

Course 
Overview: 

IB Biology HL is a college level biology course taught in high school over two years.  This course 
includes topics that begin with the chemical composition of life and processing, to understanding the 
ways that organisms affect and are affected by their environment.   This course covers large amounts 
of material and demands that you be able to demonstrate your understanding in precise ways. 
Students must be organized and keep up with reading, video materials, labs, and 
discussion/assignments.  Daily reading outside of class is required in order to be prepared for 
classroom activities as your understanding of a topic discussed depends on personal preparation. 
This really is a college class! 
 
At the end of two years, students elect to take three distinct examinations assessed by the 
International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO).  These examinations are known as external 
assessments.  

Course 
Passing 
Criteria: 

To pass each semester, a student has to earn 69% of the points available in the grade book.  Please 
see the weighting of grades as outlined below. 

 
Grading 
Criteria: 

Student grades will be weighted with 80% of the emphasis on the standard assessments and 20% on 
practice (labs, quizzes, and assignments).  In a typical college biology course, you would have two 
tests: a midterm and a final exam. 
 

Letter Grade A B C F 

Comparable IB 
Exam Score 

7-6 5-4 3 2-1 

Course 
Percentage 

>90% 80-89% 70-79% <69% 

 
 

Textbook: 
Online pdf:   Higher Level Biology 2nd edition.  Pearson Baccalaureate, 2014. 
 
Biozone IB Biology 2014 (2nd Edition), classroom student workbook 

Required 
Materials: 

● Three ring binder 

● Pencil and thin lined colored markers or pencils 

● Biozone workbook 

 
 
 
 



Standards Assessment 
Course Topics 

Covered THIS year 
 
● Genetics (Topic 3) 
● Genetics & Evolution (Topic 10) 
● Evolution & Biodiversity (Topic 5) 
● Human & Animal Physiology (Topic 6) 
● Animal Physiology (Topic 11) 
● Ecology (Topic 4) 
● Ecology & Conservation (Option C) 

 
Standard  

Make-Up Policy: 
If you miss a test you must make it up BEFORE you return to class.   We move fast in the class, 
and will be moving on, so it is important that all tests be scheduled to be made up ASAP.   If you 
miss a test and do not have an excused absence, you will forfeit your score. 

 
General Policies 

Expectations: I do my best to make the subject interesting, engaging, and comprehensible (even if it may not 
be your favorite subject, yet).  Additionally, I will work to ensure our classroom is a place of 
enthusiastic rigor where learning can occur and everyone feels a part of the community.  Three 
expectations: Responsible, Respectful, and Safe will be followed by everyone, including myself. 
 

Accommodatio
ns: 

Lesson activities will be designed to meet the needs of all learners and are differentiated by 
readiness, ability, and/or interest. To ensure that students designated as “Talented and Gifted” 
(TAG) receive academic instruction that is appropriate to their rate and level of learning, the 
curriculum and instruction of this course may be differentiated to include specialized 
groupings, compacting of curriculum, accelerated pacing, and providing of extension/challenge 
activities. 
 

Make-Up 
Missed 

Instruction:  

I understand emergencies and sickness are part of life.  In the event that you are absent it is 
your responsibility to make-up missed class work.  Daily work is posted on google classroom, 
this should be your first resource if class is missed. Plan ahead and see me before the due date 
if you will be absent, need additional assistance, or need an extension to work out a solution.  
 

Late Labs Unless pre-arranged, I do not accept late work.  I have way too many students to be constantly 
grading late labs, thus you forfeit your score if your assignment  is not turned in on the date 
that it is due. 

Technology: In accordance with school policy, cell phones, iPods, etc. are not allowed in class from bell to 
bell.  If any piece of technology is seen or heard during class, regardless of whether or not it is 
in use, it will be confiscated and turned over to Mr. Scarberry as per school policy.  

Cheating and 
plagiarism:  

Students are expected to do their own work or contribute equally in group projects.  If another 
source is adapted or used to develop ideas it must be cited correctly (ideas, images, sentences, 
or work).  Credit will not be given for copying. 

Tardy: Each student is allowed 3 tardy marks per semester.  After the third tardy, detention will be 
assigned for each successive tardy noted.  

Food and Drink: I love to eat and to use my cell phone.  However, I put these away during class.  I ask you to do 
the same and save them for breaks.  I will confiscate.  Beverages with lids are okay, but please 
ensure they don’t distract. 

College course: With a college level class comes college level expectations.  
○ Organization 
○ Daily memorizing of notes and vocabulary outside of class 
○ Understanding that your success depends on you alone. 

This is key:  Your grade is based on the application of the material you master.  This is not a 
rote memorization class.  You have to be able to apply your knowledge to new situations and 



think your way through.  These “new situations” are not directly taught in class.  There is no 
way for me to predict what questions will be on an IB Exam. 

 


