
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL 

 

SYLLABUS 

 

Course: Journalism 

Type: Full Year; Elective 

Instructor: Shannon Sutherland 

Prep Period 2nd Period 

Email: shannon.sutherland@lincoln.k12.or.us 

Remind: Class code: @da22kb2 

 

Course Description 

Course 

Overview: 

In this elective course, students will participate in the publication of the school 

newspaper, The Harbor Light. In doing so, students will develop their writing, 

interviewing, business, and publication skills. 

Course 

Passing 

Criteria: 

To pass each semester of Newspaper, a student has to earn a 70% in the grade 

book, and have passed 70% or more of the Newspaper Standards with a 70% or 

higher grade. If a student receives a failing grade (F) at the end of the first 

semester, they will not be allowed to enroll in the second semester of Journalism. 

Grading 

Criteria: 

Student grades will be based on an 80/20 model: 80% of your grade will be based 

on standard assessments, while 20% of your grade will be based on notebooks, 

formative work, and accountability quizzes. Standards must be passed with a 70% 

(C) or higher. 

Marks in 

Pinnacle: 

In addition to point grades, the following marks will be used in the grade book: 

● X = an excused assignment (no impact on your grade) 

● R = a revision of your assignment is required for grading 

● Z = missing work, never turned in 

● T = turned in work, not yet graded 

● 0 = student received zero points on work turned in 

● Blank = teacher has not yet processed the paper work/due date pending 

Textbook: None. Materials used for analysis will be provided in class. 

Required 

Materials: 

Chromebook (provided), ½ inch binder OR folder with brads OR, pen or pencil 

Suggested 

Materials: 

Markers or colored pencils, highlighters, sticky-notes, 

Pencil pouch/holder, earbuds or headphones 

Camera capable of digital pictures (or smartphone) 

A planner to keep track of all events and assignments 

 

Standards Assessment 

Course 

Standards 

& 

Assessment 

Policy 

(80%): 

1. Students will learn the basics of photography and will have a clear 

understanding of how to take a quality photograph in photo-journalism style.  

2. Students will learn how to conduct a thorough interview. 

3. Students will analyze the journalism writing process and will write articles 

(as assigned) that follow this process for the varying types of media writing (news 

story, feature article, review, editorial, column, sports news, etc.) 

4. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the different elements used 

in page design and will create designs that illustrate these elements. 



5. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the importance of copy 

editing, revising stories, and writing in media style that conforms to the AP Style 

Guide. 

6. Students will develop an understanding of the career options in journalism. 

7. Students will learn the legal, Constitutional, and ethical issues surrounding 

media. 

8. Students will learn how to sell and design an advertisement. 

9. Students will consistently demonstrate the ability to meet deadlines that 

conform to the demand of the professional media world. 

10. Students will consistently demonstrate the ability to meet ethical demands 

of the professional world of media. 

 
*Standard assessments will take place in a variety of formats, including daily 

professionalism and work produced by the student. Students will receive ample 

notification of the format and content for each standard assessment. Students must pass 

70% of the standards listed for each semester.  
Late Work 

Policy for 

Standard 

Assessment 

Because we are working against tight deadlines, students should make every effort to 

complete assignments on time. Late work will result in significant reductions in a 

student’s Standards grade. Unavoidable situations that arise can be worked out 

individually between adviser and student.  

 

Requirements: 

1. The initial product must be turned in ON TIME for publication. 

2. If a student receives an unsatisfactory grade on their published piece, they 

may submit a revised piece for grading within one week of the publication date. 

3. If a student does not have their piece published, and therefore ungraded, 

they have ten school days to submit it to the teacher for grading. 

4. The latest score from any attempt will be the score entered in gradebook. 

5. There are no “retake” opportunities for Journalism Standards 9 and 10; 

they are an accumulation of deadlines and professional choices. 

Formative  

Make-Up 

Policy 

(20%): 

Formative classroom work may include quizzes, class discussion, and formative 

assignments. 

1. Students do not have multiple attempts on formative work. 

2. Students who miss class because of illness or other excused absences have one 

day plus a day for every consecutive absence to make up their work. 

 

General Policies 

Make-Up 

Work:  

Most assignments and instruction will be available for access by the end of the 

school day in Google Classroom. If you miss class, please be sure to check there. 

Late Work: FORMATIVE late work is 50% value. 

STANDARD late work may be accepted late without penalty depending on 

circumstances. When a standard assignment/assessment is turned in late, the 

student will be required to meet with me at lunch, during my prep, or after school 

to discuss the circumstances. At this meeting, we will discuss causes and outcomes 

for the situation. This is a required meeting and the paper will not be accepted at 

any value until it has taken place. I reserve the right to issue a 10% penalty per day 

(up to 50%) that a standard is late if this policy is abused. 

 

 



Respect I will treat you with respect and I expect you to do the same for those around you.  

You are all young adults who have been in school for nine years and I believe 

you know what respect looks like. When in doubt, remember the Golden Rule. 

Accommo-

dations: 

Any student seeking accommodations on an assessment or for other general 

classroom activities should speak to me individually. I will happily meet the 

accommodation needs of students with IEP’s and 504’s.  

Technology: In accordance with school policy, cell phones, iPods, etc. are not allowed in class 

from bell to bell.  If any piece of technology is seen or heard during class, 

regardless of whether or not it is in use, it will be confiscated and turned over to 

Mr. Scarberry as per school policy. If permission is granted to one student to use 

their technology for a momentary academic purpose, it is not to be assumed that 

permission is extended to anyone else.  

Cheating 

and 

plagiarism:  

When you get caught you will automatically be referred to Mr. Scarberry. This 

includes everything from a practice assignment, to a class hand out, to exams.  

The only thing you may copy from another student (or from anywhere else for 

that matter) is my class notes.  

Tardy: Each student is allowed 3 tardy marks per semester.  After the third tardy, 

detention will be assigned for each successive tardy noted.   

Food and 

Drink: 

NONE AROUND TECHNOLOGY! If your chromebooks are out, food and drink 

is not.  

Students are allowed to have drinks on their desks as long as they do not leave 

behind their garbage.  Students are allowed to have small quantities of food (i.e.: 

one or two items, not an entire meal) on their desk as long as the food does not 

become a distraction (i.e.: loud packages/food, messy to eat, sharing with others, 

strong aroma, etc.) and no mess is left behind. Students who don’t abide by these 

expectations will not be allowed food or drink in class and/or will face additional 

disciplinary action. 

Supplies: If you are in need of school supplies, I have a small amount on the back counter 

(paper, pens, pencils, paper clips, etc.).  You are welcome to take these as you 

need, however please be courteous and leave some for others.  If you need larger 

supplies (notebooks, binders) I have a small supply in the closet that you can ask 

me for.  

Assigned 

Seating: 

I reserve the right to rearrange where you sit in order to preserve the best learning 

environment possible for both you and everyone else around you. 

 


