
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL 
IB Junior English 

SYLLABUS 2019-2020 
 

Course:  IB Senior English -- Language and Literature 
Type:  Yearlong, required for graduation 

Instructor:  Mrs. Brittney Hilgers 
Prep Period:  1st period  

Email:  brittney.hilgers@lincoln.k12.or.us 
Phone:  (541) 265-9281 ext. 324 

Remind App:  Text @hilgibeng to 81010 or download the Remind App and add the class code 
 

Course Description 
Course Overview:  The first of a two-year program designed to increase a student’s ability to express a 

deepening understanding of literature in both writing and oral discussion.  
Course Passing 

Criteria: 
To pass each semester, a student has to earn a 70% in the grade book, and have passed 70% 
or more of the required standards (see below). The IB English standards correlate to the 
IB assessments. Students earning below a 70% in the grade book, or who fail a semester for 
not passing too many standards will have their English placement reviewed and possibly 
changed to a standard level course. 

Grading Criteria:  Student grades will be based on an 80/20 model: 80% of your grade will be based on 
standard assessments, while 20% of your grade will be based on notebooks, formative 
work and accountability quizzes. Standards must be passed with a 70% (C) or higher. 

Marks in Pinnacle:  In addition to point grades, the following marks will be used in the pinnacle grade book: 
● X = an excused assignment (no impact on your grade) 
● R = a revision of your assignment is required for grading 
● Z = missing work, never turned in 
● T = turned in work, not yet graded 
● 0 = student received zero points on work turned in 
● Blank = teacher has not yet processed the paperwork/due date pending 

Literature and 
Units: 

First Semester 
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close by 
Jonathan Safran Foer 
Media Unit 
Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi 

Second Semester 
We Need New Names by NoViolet 
Bulawayu 
Literary Criticism  
TBA  

Required 
Materials: 

Along with writing utensils:  
A dedicated English 2+ subject spiral notebook for Interactive notebooks (plastic cover 
preferable) 

OR 
A fully charged laptop for a digital Interactive notebook (template available on Google 
Classroom) 

Suggested 
Materials: 

Post-its 
Note cards  
Highlighters (3+) 

 
 
 
 



Standards Assessment 
Course Standards:  Standard assessments may take place in a variety of formats.  At the beginning of the school 

year, students will be provided a copy of all IB Rubrics. The criteria on each rubric serve as 
the standards for the course. Students will receive ample notification of the format and 
rubric for each standard assessment.  

Standard 
Assessment 

Policy: 

Tests and quizzes are given only once, so make-ups are not permitted unless previously 
arranged. Essays may be revised once. Standards will be assessed in the form of formative 
and summative assessments and both will be included in the gradebook.  

Standard  
Make-Up Policy 

for essays: 

Essays may be revised once, but students must have turned in a completed essay (meaning 
you met the word/page requirement).  The essay must be turned in no later than one week 
after I have returned the essay with feedback. If the student has a pre-arranged absence 
(vacation, fieldtrip, health appointment) students are expected to turn in their essay before 
they leave.  

Makeup Policy 
for Tests/Quizzes: 

Tests and quizzes are only given once, so students are not allowed to redo a test or quiz. If a 
student is absent, the student has one week to makeup the test/quiz, or it will be converted 
to a zero.  

 
 

General Policies 
Accommodations:  Students with legal accommodations will be followed according to the student’s 504 or 

IEP. Students who are not on a 504 or IEP may have assessment accommodations based 
on teacher/student discretion. If there is something that you would like to change so that 
you’re more successful, please feel free to have a conversation with me.  

Late Work:  Daily assignments will not be accepted after the due date unless the student has an excused 
absence. If the student has an excused absence, the student has one day after returning 
from school to complete the assignment. All activities, homework assignments, and 
resources are posted on the Daily Agenda, which can be accessed on Google Classroom, 
and students are expected to check the Daily Agenda when they are absent.  

Academic 
Integrity Policy: 

Plagiarism is the use of another person's written ideas without proper citation. This 
includes downloading essays or portions of essays (whether it be a sentence or paragraph), 
copying from another student's work, or allowing a person to write an essay that a student 
calls his or her own among other things. Certain writing assignments will require a student 
to do research but students should have learned how to cite these sources correctly (we will 
review this procedure). DOWNLOADING ESSAYS IS NEVER ACCEPTABLE, EVEN 
IF THE SOURCE IS CITED. Cheating on an assignment (including copying someone 
else's work, copying from the internet, plagiarism, presenting someone else's work as your 
own without proper citation, etc.) or cheating on a test in any way will result in an 
automatic zero on the assignment or test and the student will NOT be able to make it up. 
A student caught cheating will automatically be referred to Mr. Scarberry.  In addition, 
cheating in an IB level course may result in your removal from the class. 

Technology:  If I see or hear your personal electronic device, other than your school-issued laptop, 
during class time, I will take it without warning. It will then go to the main office for the 
rest of the day. Please see the Personal Device and Social Media District Policy for further 
details.  

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1068ZW389h3Ow9pIhQzfFwm7e2BQW-LbD

