
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL 
JOURNALISM 

SYLLABUS 2018-19 
 

Course: Journalism 

Type: This is an elective course resulting in multiple publications of The Harbor Light, the 
Newport High School newspaper.   

Instructor: Ms. Naomi Hill 

Prep 
Period: 

6th Period: 1:35 p.m. - 2:25 p.m. 

Email: naomi.hill@lincoln.k12.or.us (This is my preferred contact method)    

Phone:  541-265-9281 ext. 288 

 
Course Description 

Course 
Overview: 

In this elective course, students will participate in the publication of the school 
newspaper, The Harbor Light. In doing so, students will develop their writing, 
interviewing, business, and publication skills.  

Course 
Goals:  

(1) Students will improve their writing through writing multiple genres of 
journalism articles (such as news, features, and sports articles); 

(2) Students will become familiar with the writing process and AP 
style/grammar;  

(3) Students will learn the essential elements of photography and page design; 
(4) Students will acquire business skills, including selling advertisements, 

conducting interviews, and acting in a professional manner;  
(5) Students will learn the steps of the publication process and meet publication 

deadlines;  
(6) Students will work as a part of a professional team. 

Course 
Passing 

Criteria: 

To pass each semester of Newspaper, a student has to earn a 70% in the grade book, 
and have passed 70% or more of the Newspaper Standards with a 70% or higher 
grade. If a student receives a failing grade (F) at the end of the first semester, they will 
not be allowed to enroll in the second semester of Journalism. 

Grading 
Criteria: 

A student’s grade is derived from the following categories: 

 Eighty percent (80%) STANDARDS: This includes meeting the writing and 
professionalism standards that are listed below.  

 Twenty percent (20%) ACCOUNTABILITY: This includes attendance, fulfilling 
the duties of a student’s position, and general class contribution.  

Marks in 
Pinnacle: 

Standard Assessments will be labeled in the Pinnacle grading system with a “ST” 
before the name of the assessment and standard. 
 

Mark Definition 

90-100 A 

80-89 B 

70-79 C 

0-69 F 

L Turned in late, not yet graded 

T Turned in, not yet graded 

R Revision needed 
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X Exempt from standard or practice 

Z Missing work, never turned in  
 

Required 
Materials: 

 A designated notebook and a binder (at least 1”), or specific section of a 
binder, for this class alone.   

 Pens and pencils 
If you are unable to acquire these supplies, please see me and we will take care of the 
need. 

Suggested 
Materials: 

 A camera or smartphone capable of taking digital pictures 
 A planner to keep track of assigned events and deadlines 
 A handheld dictionary and/or thesaurus 

 
Assessment 

Course 
Standards: 

1. Students will learn the basics of photography and will have a clear 
understanding of how to take a quality photograph in photo journalism 
style. 

2. Students will learn how to conduct a thorough interview. 
3. Students will analyze the journalism writing process and will write articles 

(as assigned) that follow this process for the varying types of media writing 
(news story, feature article, review, editorial, column, sports news, etc.). 

4. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the different elements used 
in page design and will create designs that illustrate these elements. 

5. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the importance of copy 
editing, revising stories, and writing in media style that conforms to the 
Style Guide. 

6. Students will develop an understanding of the career options in journalism. 
7. Students will learn the legal, Constitutional, and ethical issues surrounding 

media. 
8. Students will learn how to sell and design an advertisement.  
9. Students will consistently demonstrate the ability to meet deadlines that 

conform to the demand in the professional media world. 
10. Students will consistently demonstrate the ability to meet ethical demands 

of the professional media world.  

Standard 
Assessment 

Policy: 

Standard assessments will take place in a variety of formats, including daily 
professionalism and work produced by the student. Students will receive ample 
notification of the format and content for each standard assessment. Students must 
pass 70% of the standards listed for each semester.  

Standard Late 
Work Policy: 

Because we are working against tight deadlines, students should make every effort 
to complete assignments on time. Late work will result in significant reductions in a 
student’s Standards grade. Unavoidable situations that arise can be worked out 
individually between advisor and student.  

Standard 
Make-Up 

Policy:  

Each student will be given multiple opportunities to pass each standard. 
1. The initial product turned in on time for publication. 
2. If a student receives an unsatisfactory grade on their published piece, they 

may submit a revised piece for grading within one week of the publication 
date.  



3. If a student does not have their piece published, and therefore ungraded, 
they have ten school days to submit it to the teacher for grading. 

4. The latest score from any attempt will be the score placed into Pinnacle. 

5. There are no retake opportunities for Journalism Standards 9 and 10; they 
are an accumulation of deadlines and professional choices.  

 

General Policies 
Respect: Respect is one of the most important expectations in my classroom. I will treat 

you with respect and I expect you to do the same towards me, your peers, and 
the classroom environment. When in doubt, remember the Golden Rule.  

Accommodations: Any student seeking accommodations on an assessment or for other general 
classroom activities should speak to me individually. I will happily meet the 
accommodation needs of students with IEP’s and 504’s.  

Technology: In accordance with school policy, cell phones, iPods, etc. are not allowed in class 
from bell to bell.  If any piece of technology is seen or heard during class, 
regardless of whether or not it is in use, it may be confiscated and turned over 
to the office as per school policy. If permission is granted to one student to use 
their technology for a momentary academic purpose, it is not to be assumed 
that permission is extended to anyone else.  

Cheating and 
plagiarism:  

Cheating and plagiarism are not acceptable in professional journalism, nor will I 
tolerate them in my class. When you get caught, you will automatically be 
referred to school administration for disciplinary action. If you are unsure about 
whether something is cheating or plagiarism, speak to me before turning it in!  

Tardy: Each student is allowed 3 tardy marks per semester.  After the third tardy, 
detention will be assigned for each successive tardy noted.   

Food and Drink: Students are allowed to have food and drink in the classroom as long as: 

 The items are kept AWAY from the computer counter;  

 The items are small and are not a distraction (such as noise or smell); 

 Drinks are kept in a sealed container; 

 Students clean up their food/drink by the end of class. 
In addition, the microwave should not be used without permission.  
 
I reserve the right to revoke food and drink privileges at any time.  

Assigned Seating: In general, there is no assigned seating for this course. However, I reserve the 
right to assign seats for specific activities, depending on classroom need.  

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Harbor Light Student Contract 

Please sign and return by the end of the first week of school. 

 

As a staff member of The Harbor Light, I… 

____ Understand that, depending on my staff position, I may need to devote time outside of class to 

meet deadlines or take photographs of school events (not all staff will be required to do so). 

____ Understand that I will be expected to sell advertisements in order for the newspaper to be 

published regularly. 

____ Understand the need to treat newspaper computers and cameras with care and respect. 

____ Understand that attending class and meeting deadlines are crucial to the publication of the 

newspaper. 

____ As a representative of Newport High School, I agree to dress and behave in a professional manner 

when conducting interviews and selling advertisements.  

 

 

Name ___________________________________________         Date __________________ 

Signature ________________________________________ 

 

 


