
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL 
SYLLABUS 2018-19 

Course: IB Spanish SL/HL 
 

Type: IB Spanish is a one year course that counts as elective credit and is one 
component of the IB Diploma Programme. IB Spanish is the most advanced 
level of Spanish available to students at Newport High School. Students may 
take 1-2 years of this course to prepare for SL or HL exams. 

Instructor:  
Sra. Melissa Wiese 

Prep 
Period: 

 
Period 5: 12:40-1:30 and after school from 3:20-4:00 

Email:  
Melissa.Wiese@lincoln.k12.or.us  

Phone: 541-265-9281, ext. 291 
 

 
 

Course Description 
Course 

Overview: 
The main focus of this course is target language acquisition, which includes 
the further development of four language skills: listening, speaking, reading 
and writing.  Students enrolled in this class will advance their study of the 
Spanish language and culture while simultaneously improving their 
knowledge of their own native language and culture through comparisons 
and analyses. Students will work towards mastering the essential knowledge, 
skills and understanding of Spanish grammar, conversation, cultures, 
geography and current events. These will be demonstrated through a variety 
of assessments based on the IB curriculum through readings (biographies, 
short stories, newspaper/magazine articles, song lyrics, poems, etc.), movies, 
and writings (informal/formal letters, reviews, journal entries, 
narrations, pamphlets, etc.). Take a deep breath and get ready to have a fun 
year improving your Spanish!!! ¡Adelante con vuestro español! 

Significant 
Deadlines 

for the 
Semester: 

There are no significant deadlines for this semester, but the IB testing 
calendar starts moving quickly in January. All of these deadlines will be 
announced and posted on the IB google classroom and Remind.   
 
I have also created a “Remind” account which allows students and parents to 
receive text messages about important assessment and project deadlines.  
You can become a part of this reminder system by sending the text @ibsp to 
(503) 894-5867. I anticipate sending about one reminder text each week. 

Course 
Passing 

Criteria: 

To pass each semester, a student has to earn a 70% in the grade book, and at 
least a score of 70% in each Oregon State Standard area for World Languages 
(reading, writing, listening and presentational and interpersonal speaking) 
and IB Spanish B standards. Each standards based assessment will be clearly 
labeled in Pinnacle, and students will receive a planning guide with a scoring 
rubric, process for completion and goals of the assignment. 

Grading 
Criteria: 

20% Practice/Participation/Homework 
10% Interactive Notebook 
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70% Standards: Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking 
 

Textbook: Avancemos 2 and 3 as well as other supplementary texts 
 
Websites, copies and novels to be announced in class 
 

Required 
Materials: 

1 composition book or spiral and a vocabulary/writing folder 
Paper 
Pencils 
Spanish vocabulary and grammar sheets (from the present and previous 
years) 

Suggested 
Materials: 

A Spanish dictionary can be quite useful. Oxford and Collins are two great 
dictionaries. Please avoid pocket dictionaries. Wordreference.com is one of 
the best online Spanish dictionaries. Please AVOID Google translate because it 
cannot tell what type of word you are looking for or how you intend to use it.   
 
On some days we will use phones with texting capacities in class to respond 
to quizzes and other class assignments. Students who do not have cell phones 
will be able to participate via classroom computers, iPads or sharing other 
phones. Phones will only be out during teacher directed activities related to 
class.  
 
Two great websites for ongoing language practice are: 
1. Quizlet.com—Digital flash card maker and practice (srawiesespanish) 
2. Studyspanish.com—Review of Spanish grammar, verbs and practice 
Links to other useful websites will be on the class blog. 

 

Assessment 
Course 

Standards 
Assessed: 

Assessments for IB Spanish (SL/HL) 

CORE TOPICS: Social Relationships, Communications and Media, 
Global Issues 

OPTIONS (choose two): Health, Customs and Traditions, Leisure, 
Cultural Diversity, Science and Technology 

HL students also have 2 works of literature.  

External Assessment (Scored externally)  (taken in May)            (70%) 

Paper 1: Receptive Skills (25%)  

 Text-handling exercises based on core topics 
 1h 30m  
 4 texts, 45 questions  HL: 5 texts, + 60 questions 

Paper 2: Written Productive Skills (25%)  

 Writing exercise based on options 



 1h 30m  
 One of five possible writing exercises 
 250 -400 words 

Paper 2 HL, section A: Students are required to write a minimum of 250 words. 

Paper 2 HL, section B: Students are required to write a minimum of 150 words. 

Written Assignment: receptive and productive written skills (20%) 
(Completed in January) 

 Intertextual written assignment based on core topics  
 Based on 3 new texts (Paper 2-type) selected by students 
 Each selected text 300-400 words (or fragment)  
 Written in class during the second year  
 Suggested writing time 3-4 hrs.  
 Teacher supervises, DOES NOT comment or correct (not even on first 

draft) 
 300-400 words  
 Students are required to produce a rationale of 150–200 words 

maximum  
 No two students can choose same task 
 HL: a task of 500–600 words based on one of the works of literature and 

a rationale.  

Internal Assessment (taken in March)   (Scored by me/moderated by 
IB scorers)                                                                           (30%)  

Individual Oral (20%)  

 Based on options  
 Two color photographs (never seen by student) with caption or title 
 Student selects one photograph of the two 
 May write brief annotations (up to 10) 
 Supervised preparation (15 min.) followed by Presentation (3-4 

min.) and discussion (5-6 min.) 
 Recorded, externally moderated 
 Up to 5 students may use same picture, but caption will always be 

different 

Interactive Oral Activity(10%) 

 Based on core topics 
 3 interactive activities; best one is picked  
 One activity must be based on a listening stimulus 

 
Standard 

Assessment 
Policy: 

Standards assessments may take place in a variety of formats which will be 
patterned after one of the IB assessments above.  Students will receive 
ample notification of the format and content for each standard assessment.  
Students must pass each standard with a score of at least 70%. 
 



Students should pay close attention to the Spanish IB testing schedule 
since there are four components to the test.  

Marks in 
Pinnacle 

Standard Assessments will be labeled in the Pinnacle grading system with 
a “ST” before the name of the assessment and standard.   
 
Students must maintain a grade above 70%/C to pass the course. Grades 
are as follows: 100-90% A   89-80% B   79-70% C   69-0% F 

Standard  
Make-Up 

Policy: 

Each student will be given 3 opportunities to pass each standard.   
1. The initial standard assessment. 
2. If a student fails the standard or misses the assessment or is seeking 

to improve their score, they will be given three weeks from the 
original assessment date to make up the standard.  It is the 
student’s responsibility to schedule standard make-up 
appointments.   

3. Athletes and others who miss an assessment due to pre-arranged 
absences should arrange a make-up time for an assessment.  Make-
up assessments must be scheduled with Mrs. Wiese. 

4. Should a student fail the standard a second time, they will be given a 
final opportunity to meet the standard during a make-up day at the 
end of each 6 week grading period.  

5. If a student fails a standard, the student will have to demonstrate 
further practice and completion of a Student Reflection Paper for 
the assessment in order to earn successive opportunities to make 
up a standard.  

6. The highest score from all attempts will be the score placed into 
Pinnacle. 

 

General Policies 
Accommod

ations: 
Students seeking accommodations on an assignment, assessment, or for 
other classroom activities should submit an accommodation request form.  
 
All IEP and 504 accommodations will be followed. 

Make-Up 
Missed 

Instruction:  

Some recommended websites for practice and make-up work will be 
accessible through google classroom.  
 
As with all IB curriculum it should be understood that the level of content 
requires student practice and participation. It is difficult to recreate an 
activity from class outside of class, and the class as a whole depends on 
your active participation. Absences due to sports and other activities are 
understood, but please remember that course activities are designed to 
help you further your growth in Spanish as well as succeed on the IB 
exams.  Alternative means for assignments done in class will be provided 
for athletes or other excused absences. Students must notify me they will 
be absent.  
 
Students are welcome to come in for additional help. It is important that 
students plan these additional help sessions with me to make sure I am 
available. 



 
If students would like feedback on practice assessments, students need to 
turn in practice before assessments.  

Late 
Practice 

Work: 

Practice work turned in after due dates will be entered into Pinnacle as 
turned in late and the opportunity to receive feedback will be significantly 
minimized.  Late work cannot receive full credit unless the reasons for the 
delay are excused.  

Technology: In accordance with school policy, cell phones, iPods, etc. are not allowed in 
class from bell to bell.  If any piece of technology or cords are seen or heard 
during class, regardless of whether or not it is in use, it will be confiscated 
and turned over to Mr. Scarberry as per school policy. If permission is 
granted to one student to use their technology for a momentary academic 
purpose, it is not to be assumed that permission is extended to anyone else. 
Students will clearly know when we will use smart phones or other 
technology in class, and these are the only times technology use is 
permitted. 

Cheating 
and 

plagiarism:  

Cheating and/or plagiarism on an assessment will result in an “F” or “0” on 
the assessment and a discipline referral. Further opportunities to pass the 
standard will be discussed with an administrator. Cheating or plagiarism in 
an IB course can result in losing eligibility to be in an IB course or the IB 
program.  

Tardy: Each student is allowed 3 tardy marks per semester.  After the third tardy, 
detention will be assigned for each successive tardy noted.  Upon receiving 
the 10th tardy, students should be aware that they will receive further 
consequences.  
 
Students will be given 2 hall passes per 6 week grading period. Students 
have the option to use these for a pass or tardy excuse or save them toward 
improving their 20% participation score each grading period. 
 
Please inform me verbally, call, text or write an email if you will be absent 
from class. At this level it is imperative that you understand the value of 
your presence. At the IB level, your participation is required for the success 
of all students in the students in class, including you.  
 

Food and 
Drink: 

No soda fountain drinks are allowed in class! If you are on time, your 
snacks do not inhibit your ability to participate, they are not an 
interruption to class and you clean up after yourself, I do not mind snacks 
in class for IB students.  

Assigned 
Seating: 

Students will be working frequently in partners and small groups, and 
students have input into the seating chart, but student choices will be 
avoided if they inhibit classroom instruction. Once a seating chart is 
created students must sit in assigned seats.  

 


