
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL 
IB ENGLISH -- SENIOR 

SYLLABUS 2018-19 
 

Course: IB Senior English -- Language and Literature 

Type: Year, required for graduation 

Instructor: Ms. Samantha Murphy 

Prep Period: I won’t have a prep period this year so email me and we will make an appointment that works. 

Email: Samantha.murphy@lincoln.k12.or.us    

 
Course Description 

Course 
Overview: 

The second of a two-year program designed to increase a student’s ability to express a deepening 
understanding of literature in both writing and oral discussion.  

Significant IB 
Assessments 

the Year: 

 Written Task #2: Oct. 31st  (Huck Finn), Dec. 19th  (Macbeth), Feb. 14th (final) 

 Internal Oral Commentary: February 11-13, 2019 

 IB Exam Paper 1: May 16, 2019 (afternoon) 

 IB Exam Paper 2: May 17, 2019 (afternoon) 

Course 
Passing 
Criteria: 

To pass each semester, a student has to earn a 70% in the grade book, and have passed 70% or 
more of the required standards (see below). The IB English standards correlate to the IB 
assessments. Students earning below a 70% in the grade book, or who fail a semester for not 
passing enough standards will have their English placement reviewed and possibly changed to a 
standard level course. 

Grading 
Criteria: 

Student grades will be based on an 80/20 model: 80% of your grade will be based on standard 
assessments, while 20% of your grade will be based on formative work. Standards must be passed 
with a 70% (C) or higher. 

Literature and 
Units 

1st Semester Units:  

 The Adventures of Huck Finn, Twain 

 Macbeth, Shakespeare 

 A Farewell to Arms, Hemingway 
 

2nd Semester Units 

 Kitchen, Yoshimoto 

 As I Lay Dying, Faulkner 

 TBA 
 

Required 
Materials: 

 A designated notebook, binder, or specific section of a notebook or binder, for this class 
alone.   

 Note cards.  

 
Assessment 

Standards, 
Revisions &  

Make-Up 
Policy – 80% 

of Grade: 

Standard assessments may take place in a variety of formats.  At the beginning of the school year, 
students will be provided a copy of all IB Rubrics on Google Classroom. The criteria on each rubric 
serve as the standards for the course. Students will receive ample notification of the format and 
rubric for each standard assessment.   
Written Task Assessment – written out of class: There will be two WT assignments in the first 
semester. Unless otherwise indicated by the teacher, students will submit their assignments 
electronically through google classroom. Students will have one revision opportunity on each WT 
assignment. The revision may only be submitted for a grade improvement if the original essay met 
the minimum word count requirement. The revision may only be submitted after the student has 
completed their “1:15” time. REVISIONS MUST HAVE ALL CHANGES HIGHLIGHTED. 
REVISIONS WILL BE SUBMITTED AS A SECOND ESSAY, WITH THE WORD “REVISED” IN THE 
TITLE. IF THERE IS NOT BOTH AN ORIGINAL AND REVISED DOCUMENT, I WILL NOT 
REGRADE THE ESSAY. At the end of the semester, the student will choose one of their revised 
WT 2 to submit to IB.  
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Essay/Short Answer Exam – written in class: If a student misses an exam, student will make an 
appointment to take the exam and will be provided an alternate question(s). The student will have 
one week from the time of the original test date to schedule their makeup. There are no retakes or 
revisions of in class exams. 
IOC/Presentation/Project: because of the time consuming (for student, teacher and class) and 
intense work level that often goes with the IOC/project/presentations, in general, these grades are 
final. However, should there be an extenuating circumstance that a student believes should be 
taken into consideration, I am willing to meet with them to discuss the situation. Students have one 
week from the time of grading to request this meeting.   
Multiple Choice Exam: although rare, there may be situations where I use multiple choice exams 
to assess your knowledge of content – in other words, this might be used to determine if you really 
read the text. Should a student fail and wish to redo this exam, the exam will turn into a short essay 
exam and the maximum a student may increase their score on the redo is one full letter grade. They 
have one week from the time of the return of the exam to schedule their retake. 

Formative & 
Make-Up 

Policy – 20% 
of Grade: 

Formative classroom work may include quizzes, class discussion, and formative assignments. 
1. Students do not have multiple attempts on formative work. 
2. Students who miss class because of illness or other excused absences have one day plus 

a day for every consecutive absence to make up their work.  

Late Work 
Policy 

FORMATIVE late work is 70% value.  
STANDARD late work may be accepted late without penalty depending on circumstances. When a 
standard assignment/assessment is turned in late, the student will be required to meet with me at 
lunch or after school to discuss the circumstances. At this meeting, we will discuss causes and 
outcomes for the situation. This is a required meeting and the paper/assignment will not be 
accepted at any value until it has taken place. I reserve the right to issue a 10% penalty per day (up 
to 50%) that a standard is late if this policy is abused. Communication with me in advance has a 
better chance of mitigating your penalties.  

Make-Up 
Missed 

Instruction:  

I will review at the beginning of each class what was discussed the day before.  Copies of hand outs 
will be available on the table by the door.  If you need clarification on instructions or content, I’m 
available after school and during Wednesday Intervention periods. I prefer not to clarify missing 
work on the five minutes between classes (I’m usually greeting students in the hallway).  In addition, 
all major (and many minor) assignments will be posted through google docs. 

Course 
Standards 

Assessed 1st 
Semester: 

Selected Standards from the Individual Oral Commentary, Written Task, and Paper 1 and Paper 2 
rubrics as applied to The Adventures of Huck Finn, A Farewell to Arms, and Macbeth. Please see 
google classroom for copies of the rubrics. 

Course 
Standards 

Assessed 2nd 
Semester: 

Selected Standards from the Individual Oral Commentary, Paper 1 and Paper 2 rubrics as applied 
to Kitchen, a novel that is yet to be determined, and As I Lay Dying. Please see google classroom 
for copies of the rubrics. 

 
 

General Policies 

Respect I will treat you with respect and I expect you to do the same for those around you.  You are all 
young adults who have been in school for twelve years and I believe you know what respect 
looks like. 

Accommo-
dations: 

Any student seeking accommodations on an assessment or for other general classroom 
activities should speak to me individually. I will happily meet the accommodation needs of 
students with IEP’s and 504’s.  

Technology: In accordance with school policy, cell phones, iPods, etc. are not allowed in class from bell to 
bell.  If any piece of technology is seen or heard during class, regardless of whether or not it is 
in use, it will be confiscated and turned over to Mr. Scarberry as per school policy. If permission 



is granted to one student to use their technology for a momentary academic purpose, it is not to 
be assumed that permission is extended to anyone else.  

Cheating and 
plagiarism:  

When you get caught you will automatically be referred to Mr. Scarberry. This includes 
everything from a practice assignment, to a class hand out, to exams.  The only thing you may 
copy from another student (or from anywhere else for that matter) is my class notes. I also 
reserve the right to either drop you from the IB English class or to decline to submit your written 
task to IB. 

Tardy: Each student is allowed 3 tardy marks per semester.  After the third tardy, detention will be 
assigned for each successive tardy noted.   

Food and 
Drink: 

Students are allowed to have drinks on their desks as long as they do not leave behind their 
garbage.  Students are allowed to have small quantities of food (i.e.: one or two items, not an 
entire meal) on their desk as long as the food does not become a distraction (i.e.: loud 
packages/food, messy to eat, sharing with others, etc.) and no mess is left behind. Students 
who don’t abide by these expectations will not be allowed food or drink in class and/or will face 
additional disciplinary action. 

Supplies: If you are in need of school supplies, I have a small amount on the back counter (paper, pens, 
pencils, paper clips, etc.).  You are welcome to take these as you need, however please be 
courteous and leave some for others.  If you need larger supplies (notebooks, binders) I have a 
small supply in the closet that you can ask me for.  

Assigned 
Seating: 

I reserve the right to rearrange where you sit in order to preserve the best learning environment 
possible for both you and everyone else around you. 

My Pet 
Peeves: 

Every teacher has them.  In the interest of fore warning you and helping you avoid detention, 
here are mine: 

Side conversations. 
Doodling on the desks. 
Leaving a mess behind for the custodians to clean up. 

Final Thought: Having said all of this, I like to consider myself a reasonable human being.  There are 
occasional exceptions to situations.  If you feel like you should have an exception to one of my 
listed policies, come and ask me about it in a responsible fashion; I will quite possibly work with 
you on your concern. 

 
 


