
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL 
GLOBAL STUDIES 
SYLLABUS 2018-19 

 

Course: Global Studies 

Type: Year, required for graduation 

Instructor: Ms. Samantha Murphy 

Prep Period: This year I won’t have a prep period. Please email me for an appointment at lunch, before school, 
or after school. We will find something that works for you. 

Email: Samantha.murphy@lincoln.k12.or.us    

 
 
Course Description & Standards Assessment 

Course 
Overview: 

Global Studies is a year-long course designed to strengthen a student’s skills in geography while 
also deepening their knowledge of modern history (1700 – Present) and current events.  We study 
all regions of the world, beginning with Europe then proceeding through Africa, West Asia (the 
Middle East), Australia, Asia, Latin America and finishing with a bit more Europe  

Course 
Passing 
Criteria: 

To pass each semester of Global Studies, a student has to earn a 70% in the grade book, and have 
passed 70% or more of the required Oregon State High School Social Studies Standards (see 
below) with a 70% or higher grade.  

Grading 
Criteria: 

Student grades will be based on an 80/20 model: 80% of your grade will be based on standard 
assessments, while 20% of your grade will be based on formative work. Standards must be passed 
with a 70% (C) or higher. 

Textbook: There is no textbook checked out for this class. 
 

Required 
Materials: 

A designated notebook, binder, or specific section of a notebook or binder, for this class alone.   
 

Course 
Standards  

Standards taught in Global Studies are taken from the Oregon State Department of Education 
Social Studies Standards for history and geography. 
 

Please Note: There are currently thirty standards to be achieved for the first semester of Global Studies.  I 
reserve the right to alter this number by plus/minus five standards.   
 

Standard  
Assessment 

Policy  -- 80% 
of Grade: 

Standard assessments may take place in a variety of formats.  Students must pass 70% of the 
standards listed for each semester.  Each student will be given two opportunities to pass each 
standard (with the exception of projects, when only one is provided): 

1. The initial standard assessment. 
2. If a student fails the standard or misses the assessment, they may make a second attempt 

at the standard during interventions or by appointment at the teacher’s convenience – 
please note that the assessment may be given in a different format at the teacher’s 
discretion.  

3. On retakes, the best score available is an 80%.  
4. More attempts at passing the standard may be provided at teacher discretion. 
5. Students have ten school days from the completion of each unit to revise/retake the 

assigned standards for that unit. Students have three school days after missing an initial 
assessment to schedule a make-up. 

Formative 
Work Policy – 

20% of 
Grade: 

Formative classroom work will include geography quizzes, notebook checks, and occasional 
practice work. 

1. Students do not have multiple attempts on formative work. 
2. Late practice work is accepted at 50% value until ten days after the end of the unit. Late 

notebook checks will receive no higher than a 70% score. Printed notes do not meet the 
note taking requirement. 
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3. Geography quizzes will receive one additional attempt. The best score available on the 

retake is an 80%. 
4. Students have ten school days from the completion of each unit to accomplish or revise 

the assigned tasks for that unit. After that, no credit will be awarded. 

Make-Up 
Missed 

Instruction:  

When a student misses class, it is their responsibility to check the notebook check list on the 
whiteboard to determine what material was taught and what formative work or handouts were given.  
Copies of hand outs will be available on the counter and frequently on google classroom. If you 
need clarification on instructions or content, I’m available most days after school, on most lunches, 
and during Wednesday Intervention periods. I prefer not to clarify missing work on the five minutes 
between classes. 

 
 
General Policies 

Respect: I will treat you with respect and I expect you to do the same for those around you.  You are all 
young adults who have been in school for years and I believe you know what respect looks like. 

Accommo-
dations: 

Any student seeking accommodations on an assignment, assessment, or for other general 
classroom activities should speak with me individually. I will happily meet the accommodation 
needs of students with IEP’s and 504’s. 

Technology: In accordance with school policy, cell phones, iPods, etc. are not allowed in class from bell to 
bell.  This means I should not see any sign of technology (including headphones) while you are in 
class. If any piece of technology is seen during class, regardless of whether or not it is in use, if 
will be confiscated and turned over to the office as per school policy. If permission is granted to 
one student to use their technology for a momentary academic purpose, it is not to be assumed 
that permission is extended to anyone else unless I have explicitly said so. 

Cheating and 
plagiarism:  

It just isn’t worth it, no matter what you think.  When you get caught you will automatically be 
referred to Mr. Scarberry. This includes everything from formative work, to a class hand out, to 
exams.  The only thing you may copy from another student (or from anywhere else for that 
matter) is my class notes.  

Tardy: Each student is allowed 3 tardy marks per semester.  After the third tardy, detention will be 
assigned for each successive tardy noted.   

Food and 
Drink: 

Students are allowed to have drinks on their desks as long as they do not leave behind their 
garbage.  Students are allowed to have small quantities of food (i.e.: one or two items, not an 
entire meal) on their desk as long as the food does not become a distraction (i.e.: loud 
packages/food, messy to eat, sharing with others, etc.) and no mess is left behind. Students who 
don’t abide by these expectations will not be allowed food or drink in class and/or will face 
additional disciplinary action. 

Supplies: If you are in need of school supplies, I have a small amount on the counter (paper, pens, pencils, 
paper clips, etc.).  You are welcome to take these as you need, however please be courteous 
and leave some for others.  If you need larger supplies (notebooks, binders) I have a small 
supply in the closet that you can ask me for.  

Assigned 
Seating: 

I prefer to leave the seating arrangements to you.  However, I reserve the right to rearrange 
where you sit in order to preserve the best learning environment possible for either you or 
anyone else around you.  

My Pet 
Peeves: 

Every teacher has them.  In the interest of fore warning you, here are mine: 

 Side conversations. 

 Doodling on the desks, walls or posters. 

 Leaving a mess behind for the custodians to clean up. 

Final 
Thought: 

Having said all of this, I like to consider myself a reasonable human being.  Occasionally there 
are exceptions to situations.  If you feel like you should have an exception to one of my listed 
policies, come and ask me about it in a responsible fashion; I will quite possibly work with you on 
your concern. 

 



 

Standard Tracker -- Semester 1 

ST# Standard Complete 
41 Use maps, satellite images, photographs, and other representations to 

explain relationships between the locations of places and regions and 
their political, cultural, and economic dynamics:  

 Europe 

 

  Africa  

  Middle East  

  Australia  

42 Use geographic data to analyze the interconnectedness of physical and 
human regional systems (such as a river valley and culture, water 
rights/use in regions, choice/impact of settlement locations) and their 
interconnectedness to global communities. 

 Middle East 

 

  Australia  

43 Analyze the reciprocal nature of how historical events and spatial 
diffusion of ideas, technologies, and cultural practices have influenced 
migration patterns and the distribution of human population. 

 Africa 

 

44 Analyze the impact of economic activities and political decisions on 
spatial patterns within and among urban, suburban, and rural regions. 

 Australia 

 

45 Evaluate how economic globalization and the expanding use of scarce 
resources contribute to conflict and cooperation within and among 
countries. 

 Europe/Africa 

 

  Middle East  

48 Analyze how humans have used technology to modify the physical 
environment (e.g., dams, tractor, housing types, and transportation 
systems). 

 Africa 

 

49 Assess the impact of human settlement activities on the environmental 
and cultural characteristics of specific places and regions. 

 Australia 

 

52 Identify and analyze how map-making, zoning, and other policy decisions 
create social, political, and economic realities for various population 
groups. 

 Africa 

 

  Australia  

53 Explain how power and privilege influence where people live and how 
they interact with their environment at the intergroup and institutional 
levels and how they have been affected. 

 Australia 

 

54 Evaluate continuity and change over the course of world and United 
States history. 

 



 Europe 
  Africa  

  Middle East  

  Australia  

55 Analyze the complexity of the interaction of multiple perspectives to 
investigate causes and effects of significant events in the development of 
world history. 

 Middle East 

 

56 Explain the development and impact of major world religions and 
philosophies on historical events and people. 

 Middle East 

 

57 Analyze the historical development and impact of major scientific and 
technological innovations, political theory, and art and literature. 

 Europe 

 

58 Examine and evaluate the origins of fundamental political debates and 
how conflict, compromise, and cooperation have shaped unity & diversity 
in world history. 

 Africa 

 

61 Analyze and explain persistent historical, social and political issues, 
conflicts and compromises in regards to power, inequality and justice and 
their connections to current events and movements. 

 Africa 

 

  Australia  

62 Identify historical and current events, issues, and problems when national 
and/or global interests are/have been in conflict, and provide analysis 
from multiple perspectives. 

 Africa 

 

63 Identify and analyze ethnic groups, religious groups, and other 
traditionally marginalized groups (immigrants, refugees, etc.), and their 
relevant historic and current contributions to the world. 

 Australia 

 

64 Examine the development of the concepts of ethnicity and race. 
 Africa 

 

  Middle East  

65 Identify and analyze the nature of systemic oppression on ethnic and 
religious groups, as well as other traditionally marginalized groups, in the 
pursuit of justice and equality in the world. 

 Africa 

 

  Australia  

66 Examine and analyze the multiple perspectives and contributions of 
ethnic and religious groups, as well as traditionally marginalized groups 
within a dominant society and how different values and views shape the 
world. 

 Middle East 

 

 


