
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL 

SYLLABUS 

 

Course: English II 

Type: Year, required for graduation 

Instructor: Ms. Newby 

Prep 

Period: 

3rd period (10:12-11:05), Wednesdays (10:20-11:00) 

Email: rachelnewby@lincoln.k12.or.us 

Phone: 541-265-9281 ext. 234 

 

Course Description 

 

Course 

Overview: 

English Language Arts is a yearlong course designed to strengthen students’ skills 

in reading, writing, and grammar, while also deepening their knowledge of 

American, classic, and British literatures.  We will study and examine a multitude 

of texts—both literary and informational as well as media. 

Significant 

Deadlines 

for the 

Semester: 

Students will be expected to complete one 5 page research paper by the end of 

April, second semester.  Deadlines for other assignments that lead to completion of 

the final copy of the research paper will be given on Google Classroom as the year 

progresses.  

Course 

Passing 

Criteria: 

To pass each semester, a student must earn a 70% in the grade book, and have 

passed 70% or more of the required Oregon State Common Core High School 

Language Arts Standards (see below) with a 70% or higher grade. 

Grading 

Criteria: 

Student grades will be based on Standard and Practice Assessments.  Each 

standard must be passed with a 70% or higher.  Students will also be graded based 

on practice work to prepare for the Standard Assessments.  Practice work will 

apply to 20% of the students’ grades and final standard assessments will apply to 

80% of the students’ grades. Assignments (both Standard and Practice) that are 

turned in late due to procrastination, or other reasons that are not legitimate 

excuses, will require discussion with the teacher, and, if necessary, the parents of 

the student, in order to fully show learning of the material and learning of the 

necessity of meeting deadlines.  The emphasis of this class is on learning both the 

English Language Arts material and other life-skills. Naturally, it becomes 

increasingly more difficult for the teacher to provide timely and helpful feedback 

to students when work is turned in late due to the necessity of the student and 

teacher to focus on the next concept that must be taught and learned. Each 

assignment builds on the last assignment or at least connects to it in some way, and 

it is in the best interest of the student and the teacher to submit and return 

assignments in a timely manner.  There are always exceptions, and if a student 

needs more time, they can request more time through open communication with 

the teacher.    

Marks in 

Pinnacle: 

In addition to point grades, the following marks may be used in the pinnacle grade 

book: 

 X = an excused assignment (no impact on your grade) 



 R = a revision of your assignment is required for grading 

 IN = a revision of your assignment, one which assess a standard, is 

required for grading 

 Z = missing work, never turned in 

 T = turned in work, not yet graded 

 0 = student received zero points on work turned in 

 Blank = teacher has not yet processed the paper work/due date pending 

Textbook: Frankenstein, Slaughterhouse Five, Fahrenheit 451, and various short stories 

Required 

Materials: 

1 two-inch three ring binder, 1 package tab dividers, two pens, 200 pages college 

ruled loose leaf lined paper, 1 journal (this will be used every day) 

Suggested 

Materials: 

Your own copy of each text for annotating and active reading.  

 

 

Standards Assessment 

 

Course 

Standards: 

W.9-10.1       Argumentation 

W.9-10.2       Informative/Explanatory 

W.9-10.4       Produce clear and coherent writing  

W.9-10.5      Develop and strengthening 

W.9-10.6       Use technology  

W.9-10.7       Conduct short and sustained research to answer a question 

W.9-10.8        Research to build and present  

W.9-10.9        Draw evidence from lit/informational text to support analysis/research  

W.9-10.10      Range of writing 

RI.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence 

RI.9-10.2 Determine a central idea from a text 

RI.9-10.3  Analyze how an author unfolds an analysis  

RI.9-10.4 Determine the Meaning of Words 

RI.9-10.5 Analyze how an author’s ideas or claims are developed 

RI.9.10.6  Determine an author’s particular point of view or purpose –

Craft/Structure 

RI.9-10.7 Analyze various accounts of a subject told -Integration of 

Knowledge/ideas 

RI.9-10.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims 

RI.9-10.9 Analyze seminal U.S documents of historical and literary significance 

RI.9-10.10 Range of reading and level of text complexity 

SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions 

SL.9-10.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media 

SL.9-10.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use evidence 

SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly & 

concisely  

SL.9-10.5 Make a strategic use of digital media to enhance presentations 

SL.9-10.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks 

Standard 

Assessment 

Policy: 

Standard assessments may take place in a variety of formats.  Students will receive 
ample notification of the format and content for each standard assessment.  
Students must pass 70% of the standards listed for each semester.   



Standard  

Make-Up 

Policy: 

Each student will be given multiple opportunities to pass each standard.   

1. The initial standard assessment. 
2. If a student fails the standard, misses the assessment for a legitimate 

reason, or is seeking to improve their score, they will be given one week 
from the original assessment date to make up the standard.  See each 
teacher’s make up policy for times. 

3. If a student does not turn in the assessment on time due to procrastination 
or reasons that do not permit a legitimate excuse, the student will need to 
demonstrate adequate learning of the material and an understanding of 
the necessity of turning in assignments in a timely manner before a grade 
is given.   

4. If a student has any questions about grades or wishes to improve his or her 
grade, he/she may request to meet with Ms. Newby to discuss options.  The 
goal is for the student to learn, not just to pass the class or obtain a certain 
grade. 

Formative 

Work 

Make-Up 

Policy: 

Formative work is part of the learning process and is necessary to obtain the 

knowledge and skills integral to showing proficiency in each standard.  Not all 

formative work will go into the grade book.  

Make-Up work will be given when a student expresses a legitimate concern and 

is responsible to follow-up on what he or she has missed. Students must take 

initiative in obtaining work they have missed.  

Late Work 

Policy: 

Late work will go into the grade book as a zero until it is turned in.  Late work 

will be accepted when the student has taken initiative to obtain, complete, and 

turn in missed assignments and has arranged with the teacher to make up for any 

missed instruction. It is in the best interest of the student to communicate with 

the teacher, through email or face-to-face, if they believe they might have to or 

will have to turn in an assignment late.  This communication most often results 

in extended time to complete the assignment.  The goal is for students to learn.  

 

 

General Policies 

 

Accommodations: Any student who needs accommodations in addition to specified IEP, 
504, ELL, or any other reason must submit a request form which will 
be located on the filing cabinet by my desk.  The entire form must be 
filled out before I will approve the accommodation.  I am happy to 
make accommodations for any student when the need arises.   

Technology/Food/Drink: In accordance with school policy, cell phones, iPods, etc. are not 
allowed in class from bell to bell.  If any piece of technology is seen or 
heard during class, regardless of whether or not it is in use, it will be 
confiscated and turned over to Mrs. Thurber as per school policy. If 
permission is granted to one student to use his or her technology for 
a momentary academic or personal purpose, it is not to be assumed 
that permission is extended to anyone else.  There will be specific 
days during which students will be asked to use technology for 
various projects.  Students will be notified in advance of these days.  
If a student uses their technology device for purposes outside of class 



activities during the specified activity, I reserve the right to 
confiscate the device.  
Students may not eat during my class. However, if they need to eat 
due to medical reasons, they may. If a student cannot wait until 
passing time or the next class period, they may eat at a designated 
area in the classroom.  This is implemented in order to avoid mess 
and due to the highly active nature of this class. Food can often 
become a distraction or too messy for the activities at hand.  A 
student may bring a drink to class as long as it has a cap on it that 
will prevent spilling. It must also not leave condensation behind on 
the desk, or the student must take care of the condensation with a 
paper towel during class and before leaving class.  Condensation will 
often get on paper for notes or other assignments and cause them to 
be ruined.  

Plagiarism:  Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Any assignment on 
which a student has cheated or plagiarized will earn an automatic 
zero.  Parents will be notified and if a meeting is necessary, the 
student will meet with the teacher, Mrs. Mattson, and his/her parents 
to discuss appropriate consequences. 

Seating Chart: There may or may not be a seating chart. For the first few days 

students will choose their own seats, however, I reserve the right to 

move students in order for them to have the greatest opportunity to 

obtain learning success.  

Special Requirements This year, as part of the learning process, students will need to 

bring a total of $2 to class. In exchange for what each student 

brings in (this could be a combination of any bills and coins), 

students will receive the total amount of 200 pennies. The students 

will not exchange money for 200 pennies right away. They will 

exchange and receive pennies in smaller increments. The pennies 

will go to one of two piggy banks. One will be for donating to a 

charity at the end of the year. One will be for the students to decide 

how the money will be spent. Your student chooses which bank to 

put their penny in each day. If your student cannot afford to bring 

in $2, they can talk to me in a discreet fashion and I will be able to 

provide them with the pennies necessary. With this activity, we 

will be discussing the concepts of value, cost, focus, and buy-in.  

Yondr Bags This year we have the opportunity to try Yondr bags. These are bag 

in which students can place their cell phones and it will lock so 

they cannot access their phones. The students get to keep the bag 

with the phone inside of it, but they cannot access it during class 

time. The bags will then be unlocked and phones will be returned at 

the end of class. We will not be using these every day in class, but 

there will be days when we use them. There may also be days when 

there will only be five bags in the classroom for students who 

would like to use them. This will be a way for them to hold 

themselves accountable if they need it. 



Planners This year, each student will receive a planner. Students will be 

given time at the end of each class to write in their planners. There 

will be time during Cub Time in regular intervals for students to 

reflect on their use of their planners and how it is affecting their 

grades.  

 


