
NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL 
ENGLISH 4 SYLLABUS 2018-19 

 

Course: English 4 

Type: This is a year-long course and is required for graduation. 

Instructor: Ms. Naomi Hill 

Prep 
Period: 

6th Period: 1:35 p.m.—2:25 p.m. 
I am also happy to meet with students before/after school. 

Email: naomi.hill@lincoln.k12.or.us (This is my preferred contact method)    

Phone:  541-265-9281 ext. 288 

 
Course Description 

Course 
Overview: 

In their final English Language Arts course, students will explore the essential question: 
“How do reading, writing, and literature apply to the ‘real world’?” We will study 
literature in light of this question by examining how it applies to our own lives, as well 
as modern social issues. Students will read texts of varying length and genre as a class, 
and will also have the opportunity to explore their own interests through Personal 
Choice Reading (PCR). 
 
In addition, this course will focus on developing writing for practical, real-world 
contexts. We will study various modes of writing and speaking, from personal narrative 
and essays, to college applications, professional speaking, and debate. We will also 
write quick-writes, reflections, and brief analyses, and participate in writing 
workshops. 

Course 
Goals:  

(1) Students will improve their reading skills by reading across various genres, 
lengths of texts, and for personal interest; 

(2) Students will be able to write across multiple genres, including persuasive, 
informative/explanatory, and personal/narrative;  

(3) Students will acquire practical and career-related skills, including application 
and business writing, as well as formal speaking and debate.  

Course 
Passing 

Criteria: 

To pass each semester of English 4, a student has to earn a 70% in the grade book, and 
have passed 70% or more of the required Oregon State High School Language Arts 
Standards with a 70% or higher grade. 

Grading 
Criteria: 

A student’s grade is derived from the following categories: 

 80% Proficiency in Common Core State Standards 

 20% Participation in the forms of attendance, discussion, Personal Choice 
Reading, homework, in-class writing, and classroom behavior. 

 
 
Moreover, work will be graded on a 4-point scale (see next page): 
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1 
Work does 

not meet any 
expectations 

2 
Work is 
missing 
several 

expectations 

2.5 
Approaching 
expectations 

3 
Meets 

minimum 
expectations 

3.5 
Above 

minimum 
expectations 

4 
Exceeds 

expectations 

  
*Standard assessments will contain a more detailed rubric. 

   Marks in   
Pinnacle: 

In the Pinnacle grading system, formative and standard assessments will receive the 
marks below:  
 

Mark Definition 

4 A 

3.5 B 

3 C 

1-2.5 F 

0 Missing work, was not turned in 

L Turned in late, not yet graded 

T Turned in, not yet graded 

X Exempt from standard or practice 
 

Literature:  In addition to Personal Choice Reading, whole class texts will be chosen from the 
following list: 

 1984 

 Animal Farm 

 Twelfth Night 

 TBD—including short story, essay, poetry, and other novel selections 
All texts will be provided by the school and do not need to be purchased.  

Required 
Materials: 

 A folder or section in a 3-ring binder dedicated for notes and handouts for this 
class 

 A composition book or spiral-bound book (your preference) dedicated for this 
class  

 Pens and pencils 
If you are unable to acquire these supplies, please see me and we will take care of the 
need. 

Suggested 
Materials: 

 Multi-colored highlighters or pens 
 Post-it notes in various sizes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Assessment 

Course 
Standards: 

The standard assessments in this class are the Common Core State Standards for 
literacy, specifically the 11-12th grade-level band in the categories of Reading, 
Writing, Speaking & Listening, and Language. Standards can be found in greater 
detail through the Oregon Department of Education’s website. 

Standard 
Assessment 

Policy: 

Standard assessments will take place in a variety of formats. Students will receive 
ample notification of the format, content, and rubric for each standard 
assessment. Students must pass 70% of the standards listed for each semester.  

Standard Late 
Work Policy: 

Late work will be considered a 0 (or F) in the gradebook until turned in; upon 
completion, the student can earn a maximum of 3 (or C) on the assignment. Late 
work can be turned-in until the end of the six-week grading period. The work is not 
eligible for further revision.  

Standard 
Make-Up 

Policy:  

Each student will be given multiple opportunities to pass each standard, as 
standards will be assessed more than once. Should a student wish to revise or 
make-up a standard assessment, they will have up until the end of the six-week 
grading period to turn in the revision or make up the assignment. There is no limit 
to the amount of times a standard assessment can be revised before the 
previously stated deadline. Any assignment not turned in will receive a “0” mark in 
the gradebook until evidence of work is submitted. 

 
General Policies 

Respect: Respect is one of the most important expectations in my classroom. I will treat 
you with respect and I expect you to do the same towards me, your peers, and 
the classroom environment. When in doubt, remember the Golden Rule.  

Accommodations: Any student seeking accommodations on an assessment or for other general 
classroom activities should speak to me individually. I will happily meet the 
accommodation needs of students with IEP’s and 504’s.  

Technology: In accordance with school policy, cell phones, etc. are not allowed in class from 
bell to bell.  If any piece of technology is seen or heard during class, regardless 
of whether or not it is in use, it may be confiscated and turned over to the 
office as per school policy. If permission is granted to one student to use their 
technology for a momentary academic purpose, it is not to be assumed that 
permission is extended to anyone else. This includes all music devices.  

Cheating and 
plagiarism:  

Cheating and plagiarism are not acceptable in the real world, nor will I tolerate 
them in my class. When (not if) you get caught, you will automatically be 
referred to school administration for disciplinary action and receive a “0” on 
the assignment.  

Tardy: Each student is allowed 3 tardy marks per semester.  After the third tardy, 
detention will be assigned for each successive tardy noted.   

Food and Drink: Students are allowed to have food and drink in the classroom as long as: 

 The items are small and are not a distraction (such as noise or smell); 

 Drinks are kept in a sealed container; 

 Students clean up their food/drink by the end of class. 



In addition, the microwave should not be used without permission.  
 
I reserve the right to revoke food and drink privileges at any time.  

Classroom Library: Books found in the classroom library are books that were purchased out of my 
own pocket or were donated for classroom use. Please honor these donations 
by taking good care of the books and returning them after reading. Book 
donations are also accepted!   

Assigned Seating: In general, there is no assigned seating for this course. However, I reserve the 
right to assign seats for specific activities or units, depending on classroom 
need.  

 

 


