
   

    

 

   

           

   

    

         

   

 

 

                 

         

 

  

 

 

                

      

 

                   

                 

                  

                   

               

             

   

 

                   

                   

                

              

             

 

               

            

       

                  

  

               

      

                

          

  

 

                 

      

  

    

     

    

                   

   

 

NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL 
ENGLISH 3 SYLLABUS 2018-2019 

Course: English 3 
Type: This is a year-long course and is required for graduation 

Instructor: Ms. Rodich 
Prep Period: 4th Period 

Email: kelsey.rodich@lincoln.k12.or.us (This is my preferred contact method.) 
Phone: (541) 265-9281 
Google 

Classroom: 
We will be using Google Classroom in this class. Students will be able to view announcements and 
assignment updates through this platform. More information to come. 

Course Description 
Course This course will focus on the key components of English language arts: reading, writing, speaking & 

Overview: listening, and vocabulary & grammar. 

Over the course of the year, we will be reading in order to answer the essential question: How does 
the type and genre of literature alter, deepen, or impact our understanding of the text? Literature is 
complex and there are many ways in which an author can approach telling their story. We will study 
some of those ways by focusing on the author’s choice of genre, type of text, and craft. Students will 
also be responsible for Personal Choice Reading (PCR) throughout the year. These books and texts 
are primarily student-selected from a variety of resources: school library, classroom library, books 
from home, etc. 

We will also focus part of our class time in studying how to write effectively. We will study grammar 
and learn how to write effectively to prepare for the ACT. We will write over varying amounts of time, 
eventually building to planning and writing an effective essay in 40 minutes. We will also write 
quick-writes, poetry, and journal entries and participate in writing workshops, where students will be 
asked to share their writing with their peers while providing constructive feedback. 

Lastly, we will learn effective speaking and listening skills by participating in a multitude of 
collaborative discussions with our peers. This may include socratic seminars, writing workshops, 
philosophical chairs, and presentations and/or speeches. 

Course Goals: (1) Students will improve their reading skills by encountering different types of texts across a variety 
of genres, 
(2) students will be able to write effectively across mediums, supporting claims by using textual 
evidence and research when applicable, and 
(3) students will be able to express thoughts and opinions in a clear and coherent manner, 
individually as well as within a collaborative group environment. 

Novels and 
Texts: 

Students will read the following texts over the course of the year, in addition to PCR books: 
● Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone 
● TBD novel 
● TBD title by Shakespeare 
● Short Stories by various authors 
● Poems by various poets 

Students will have access to copies of these texts while at school. It is not necessary to purchase 
your own copies. 
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Course 
Passing 
Criteria: 

To pass each semester of English 3, a student has to earn a 70% in the grade book, and have 
passed 70% or more of the required Oregon State High School Language Arts Standards with a 
70% or higher grade. 

Grading 
Criteria: 

Eighty percent (80%) of a student’s grade will be derived from their ability to show proficiency of 
Common Core State Standards. 
Twenty percent (20%) of a student’s grade will be derived from classroom participation. This 
includes successful, on-time completion of homework and assignments, participation, classroom 
behavior, and attendance. 

All work will be graded on the following 4-point grading scale: 

1 2 2.5 3 3.5 4 
Student work Student work is Student work is Student work Student work is Student work 
does not meet missing approaching meets above far exceeds 

any several expectations minimum minimum expectations 
expectations expectations expectations expectations 

*Standard assessments will contain a more detailed rubric. 
Marks in 

Pinnacle / Mark Definition 
Gradebook: 4 A 

3.5 B 
3 C 
1-2.5 F 
0 Missing work, was not turned in 
T Turned in, not yet graded 
X Exempt from standard or practice 

Required 
Materials: 

● A folder or section in a 3-ring binder dedicated for notes and handouts for this class 
● A composition book or spiral bound notebook (your preference) dedicated for this class 
● Pens and pencils 

Suggested 
Materials: 

● Multi-colored highlighters 
● Multi-colored pens 
● Post-it notes 

Standards Assessment 
Course 

Standards 
The standards assessed in this class are the Common Core State Standards for literacy, specifically 
the 11-12th grade-level band in the categories of Reading, Writing, Speaking & Listening, and 
Language. Standards can be found in greater detail through the Oregon Department of Education’s 
website. 

Standard 
Assessment 

Policy: 

Standard assessments will take place in a variety of formats. Students will receive a rubric that 
explicitly states which standards are being assessed along with the prompt for the assignment. They 
will receive each rubric when the assignment is assigned, giving them ample time to look over the 
requirements and understand how they will be assessed. Students must pass 70% of the standards 
listed for each semester. 

Standard Each student will be given multiple opportunities to pass each standard, as standards will be 
assessed more than once. Should a student wish to revise or make-up a standard assessment, they 
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Make Up will have up until one week before the end of the semester in which the assessment took place to 
Policy: turn in the revision or make-up assignment. There is no limit to the amount of times a standard 

assessment can be revised before the previously stated deadline. Any assignment not turned in will 
receive a “0” mark in the gradebook until evidence of work is submitted. 

General Policies 
Respect: Respect is the foundation of a safe and inclusive learning environment. The respect in this 

classroom will go three ways: teacher to students, students to teacher, and students to 
students. I will treat you with respect and I expect that you will not only treat me with respect, 
but that you will treat your classmates with respect as well. 

Accommodations: Any student seeking accommodations on an assessment or for other general classroom 
activities should speak to me individually. I will happily meet the accommodation needs of 
students with IEPs and 504s. 

Make Up Policy: It is the student’s responsibility to check what they missed while absent using three resources: 
their classmates, the teacher, and/or google classroom. Students have until one week before 
the end of the semester to submit any make-up work. 

Late or Missing 
Work: 

Any graded assignment or assessment not turned in on time will receive a “0” score in the 
gradebook. Students have up until one week before the end of the semester to turn in any late 
or missing work. Consistent late or missing work will result in the mark-down of your 
participation grade. 

Participation: 20% of your semester grade is determined by participation. This includes successful, on-time 
completion of homework and assignments, participation, classroom behavior, and attendance. 
Consistent late or missing work, tardiness, absence, and disrespectful classroom behavior will 
result in the mark-down of your participation grade. 

Technology: The use of music players, whether cell phones or iPods, will be permitted under strict 
circumstances. I will inform students, explicitly, when the use of personal music players is 
permitted during class time. When personal music players are in use, they must not disrupt or 
distract from the learning environment. I reserve the right to deny any individual from using their 
device if: cell phones are used for any other reason than to listen to music, are in use or out 
during a time not explicitly stated okay by myself, or if I believe the use of your device is 
becoming a disruption or a distraction to the learning environment. If the device then remains 
out or in use, it will be confiscated and turned into the office to be picked up at the end of the 
day. 

Cheating and Cheating and/or plagiarizing is never okay, regardless of how you may try to justify it, and will 
plagiarism: never be tolerated. When (not if) you get caught, you will automatically be referred to school 

administration for disciplinary action. You will receive a “0” on the assignment with no ability to 
revise and resubmit. 

Tardy: Each student is allowed 3 tardy marks per semester. After the third tardy, detention will be 
assigned for each successive tardy noted. Excessive tardies will result in the mark-down of your 
final participation grade. 

Food and Drink: FOOD AND DRINKS ARE NEVER ALLOWED WHILE COMPUTERS ARE OUT IN THE 
CLASSROOM. Food is permitted so long as it is not a disruption and/or distraction from the 
learning environment. This includes “loud foods” and foods with strong odors. Drinks are 
permitted only if they have a lid that prevents spills. 

Classroom Library: Books found in the classroom library are books that were purchased out of my own pocket or 
were donated for classroom use. Please honor these donations by taking good care of the 
books and returning them after reading. 
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